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                     Concern 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I am happy to share that the Thanksgiving pies have been delivered to 
Concern. As you know, they will soon become part of  the annual 
Thanksgiving Baskets that bring hope and nourishment to families 
throughout our community.  
 

Each year, Concern coordinates with area churches, schools, and local businesses to assemble and 
distribute hundreds of  baskets filled with the essentials for a full Thanksgiving meal: turkey, 
vegetables, stuffing, and dessert. These baskets ensure that every family, regardless of  
circumstance, can gather around a table of  abundance and gratitude. 
 
This outreach is one of  the many ways Concern lives out its mission of  compassion in action. It 
also reminds us that when we share even a simple pie, we become part of  something larger - 
neighbors caring for neighbors, sharing grace in practical and tangible ways. 
 
Following this note, you’ll find a letter from Peggy, who is the Director of  Concern. Her letter will 
offer a closer look at the ministry of  Concern and other nonprofits highlighting the impact 
communal generosity continues to make in the lives of  others.  
 
Before you read her letter, I want to offer a heartfelt thank you to Pam and Tim Hanson, whose 
leadership and goodwill once again made this year’s contribution from St. Luke’s possible. 
Through your coordination and the support of  our parish family, we are helping to set more tables 
with joy this Thanksgiving. 
 
May the simple gifts we share continue to bear witness to the love of  Christ among us. 
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With gratitude, 
 
Nick+ 
 

Letter from Concern 
With the anticipated SNAP changes, Concern has substantially increased their food distribution. 
We thoroughly evaluated our greatest need for the next two months and have determined our 
biggest need is meat.  In the last few months, we have been extremely low in inventory with frozen 
meat.  While this is a hard item to purchase and bring to Concern, we are asking for monetary 
donations and/or canned chicken. Recently, we have received inquiries of local hunters that would 
like to donate their harvest. If you are interested in donating 1lb processed frozen meat, please call 
918-336-4693.   
 
Recently several of the major local food pantries in Bartlesville, OK met to develop a plan for 
working together to make sure families are fed while SNAP benefits are not being paid during the 
government shutdown. Representatives from City Compassion, Concern, Delaware Tribe of 
Indians, Mary Martha Outreach and Salvation Army shared information and strategies for keeping 
food on their shelves. 
  
A list of the main food pantries, their days and hours of food distribution, and holiday closings 
have been curated into a list you can find on Concern’s Facebook page, Concern Bartlesville or on 
their website at www.concerncares.com/resources.  Please share this list with anyone that might 
find it beneficial.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Peggy Crowder 
Concern, Executive Director 

 
 

  



 

 

 
Prayer List 

 
 Ben Baker, Steve McCraw, Josh Harris, David Swindell, Connie Finch, Terry 
Grogan, Tyler Roberson, Jerry Nezam, Lynette Beebe, Jack Smith, Danny Clem, David 
McAtee, Shawn, Stephanie Gallegos, Pat Sare, Steve Linn, Jean Mason, Adam Thomas, Tom 
Oakes, Bill Pendley, Mary Wallace, Lynda Stephens,  Marcie Zervas, Audrey Harris, Peggy 
Rockey, Ken Harvey, Nan Buhlinger, Bill Birk, Carol McSpadden, Dionna Cameron, Betty 
Rogers, Dan & JoAnn Gallery, Freda Bretz, Kathleen Turner, Steve Clark, Lauren Gandy, 
Susan Brooks, Dean Zervas, Graham Hunt, and Frank Molina.  
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Theologian’s Corner: 
Adeline Blanchard Tyler and her Companions 

 
Adeline Blanchard Tyler (1805-1875) was the first Episcopal deaconess. 
Along with Caroline (Carrie) Elizabeth Guild (1827-1880), Eveline Black 
(1825-1875), and Catherine Minard (1837-1917), she was admitted to the 
office of  deaconess on the 4th of  November 1856. They provided 
nursing care, religious and practical education, material support, and 
advocacy at the newly established St. Andrew's Infirmary in Baltimore. 
They cared for men, women, and children, Black and white, from near 
and far, and would become known as the United Deaconesses of  
Maryland. 
 
The need for experienced nurses and hospital superintendents during the 
Civil War led Adeline to the Camden Street Hospital in Baltimore, where 
she ministered to both Union and Confederate soldiers with an 
evenhandedness that sparked accusations by some of  being "a Rebel 

sympathizer." Shortly thereafter, at the request of  Dorothea Dix, she was placed in charge of  the 
military hospital in Chester, Pennsylvania, where her colleagues included volunteer nurses from 
Maine and Massachusetts. They often had 1,000 men under their care. By early 1863 Adeline was 



 

 

in charge of  the military hospital at the former Naval Academy in Annapolis, again with members 
of  the nursing cohort who had served at Chester. She died on January 9, 1875. 
 
Together we pray: Merciful God, who endowed Adeline and her companions with faith and 
courage, wisdom and humility, and called them to serve you as deaconesses, ministering to the 
sick, the oppressed, and the poor: By your grace, grant that we, following their example, may live 
to serve you as they did, revealing your steadfast love to the world, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 

DISCUSSION GROUP: Next Discussion 11/4:  Discussion topic will be "Why does 
God allow evil to exist?".

Concerns current needs are:  sugar and "just add water" pancake mix. 

 
                                  Star Tree 
This year we have been asked to provide 40 Barbie dolls for 
girls 7 to 9 years old that are in foster care. The sign up sheet 
will be in the narthex beginning November 9th. Please bring all 
Barbies to the church by November 30th so they will be 
available for the DHS Christmas party the following week. 
Thank you as always for your support of this ministry. 
Steve and Cheryl Van Aken 

 

 
 

           

 

CALLING ALL ST. LUKE'S ARTISTS/CRAFTERS 
 
The Bookstore would like to feature the talent here at St. Luke's.  Paintings, sketching, sewing or 
handwork, beading, jewelry making etc.  Items will be displayed and can either be for sale or for 
display only. 
 
Contact Cathy Perrier at 918-336-7974 or 918-520-9927 for further information.  
 

 
 

 

 

On August 7th the Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation hosted the (2024-2025) State of the Schools Luncheon in the Bartlesville 

High School Commons. BPS Child Nutrition catered the luncheon, providing attendees with several delicious lunch options to 

choose from this year. If this is what is offered to our kids on a daily basis, I might just head over to the high school for lunch more 

often! Both Blair Ellis and Chuck McCauley presented timely and pertinent information regarding everything from instructional 

philosophy and policy to construction timetables for some of our elementary schools. As was the case last year, I find that every 

time I leave this event I feel as though I am well-informed and that Bartlesville Public Schools has some tremendous leadership in 

place as well as dedicated servant leaders who want nothing but the best for our city’s children.  

 

The sheer amount of information that is presented at the State of the Schools luncheon will not leave one wanting. I assure you that 

enough information is presented in under and hour that it is just shy of what some might consider something akin to being soaked 

by a fire hose. Nevertheless, Superintendent McCauley did something I appreciated this year by directly focusing some time at the 

beginning of the event to address the elephant in the room; namely State Superintendent Ryan Walters’ mandate for specific 

curriculum that requires schools to incorporate the Bible into classroom lessons. I hadn’t expected that, but remained interested in 

hearing about the position that the district was taking. McCauley’s response was that BPS will continue to abide by a policy our 

local school board had adopted in 2008, entitled “Religion in Schools.” 

 

Superintendent McCauley was also upfront about the shortage of teachers some districts are experiencing across the State. He 

reported that in Tulsa Public Schools alone, there are currently one hundred and thirty vacancies. To proactively engage that trend, 

BPS holds job fairs each semester that seek qualified teachers who are looking for employment in one of the most highly respected 

school districts in the State. 

 

I so appreciate the many ways our educators continue to go above and beyond the call of duty and do so much with so little. It’s not 

lost on me that as a denomination, we may look past the fact that to be a practicing Episcopalian one needs to be highly literate and 

so, behind each liturgy, behind each lesson, behind each prayer there has been a teacher that has helped us to understand the 

building blocks that make up the vocabulary of our faith. And as committed as they remain, we shall remain committed to them also 

by praying for them during the daily office here at St. Lukes. If you pray the office at home, below is a portion of what we pray at 

evening prayer when it comes time for authorized intercessions and thanksgivings. 

We pray for our educators Lord, for all those who teach and care for our children and for their families.  

 

We pray especially for Chuck McCauley and for all those who work at: 

 

Monday:      Bartlesville High School               Michael Harp 

 

Tuesday:      Central Middle School        Dr. Matt Hancock 

          Madison Middle School        Joey Eidson 

 

Wednesday: Jane Phillips Elementary              Kevin Brown 

          Ranch Heights Elementary             Chand Meyers 

 

Thursday:    Richard Kane Elementary           Tammie Krause 

          Wayside Elementary                   Eliot Smith 

 

Friday:         Woodrow Wilson Elementary            Staci Bankston 

           Hoover Elementary            Tiffany Holmes 

 

 

I encourage you to listen to Superintendent McCauley’s presentation – not just for your own awareness but also because he 

references a book that will be studied district wide this year. That book is entitled, “The Anxious Generation: How the Great 

Rewiring of Childhood is Causing and Epidemic of Mental Illness” by Jonathan Haidt. As parents who are seeing that “rewiring” 

firsthand, Teresa and I are already listening to the book on Audible. My initial thoughts are that at the very least, this book is 

shaping up to provide the reader not only context but also it strives to offer some vital information about the social milieu of 

generation alpha. As a church who is intentional about looking to the future, I think this book is well worth our time. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 You did it!   St Luke’s will be supplying 300 
pies to Concern for the Thanksgiving 
Baskets. Thank you to everyone who 
dontated and made this possible.  And Many 
Thanks to the Hansons for picking up and                          
 delivering the pies to Concern. 

 

 
 

 

Pack the Backpacks School Supply Item for November 
 

For November please collect 0.7mm (lead size) Mechanical pencils.   
1000 are needed for all the students 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 



 

 

     
 
 

YD 
 
        

 

 

    



 

 

 

     
 

 

 

This past Wednesday, the Ropers provided hotdogs and s'more bars at the church after a windy 
evening snuffed out our bonfire plan.   Our teens made some very "creative" pumpkins, and we 
shared some spooky stories in the church library!   

 

 

      

 

   
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

                
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

           

 

                  

 

        

 

 

             

 

 

                

            

St. Luke’s Vestry Members 
 

o Nancy Woods, Sr. Warden – Nancywoods120@gmail.com 

o Karole Cozby, Jr Warden – kscozby916@gmail.com 

o Chad Ellis –  w.chadwick.ellis@gmail.com 

o Karen Lewey – kgrammy07@yahoo.com 

o Laura Birk – lpbirk73@gmail.com 

o Steve Heidorn- sgheidorn@yahoo.com 

o Dolores McCreary –dolomc37@gmail.com 

o Steve Roper- sdroper2006@yahoo.com 

o Fred Whitson- sandyswhit@gmail.com  

o Robert Lonski- rjtazski@yahoo.com 

 
 

Bereavement Team 2 
Laura Birk, Nancy Megee, 
Wendy Hall, Karen Lewey, 

Debbie Mueggenborg  
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
210 East 9th St., Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Office Hours:  9am-4pm, M-F 
Email: StLukesBartlesville@outlook.com 

918-336-1212 
Or contact 

Penny Williams, secretary 918-766-2157   
 
         
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Contacts: 
 
The Reverend Nick Phares, Rector 
269-788-7063; RevPhares@outlook.com 
 
Keeli Droege, Choir Director/Organist 
918-697-8509  keelidroege@gmail.com  
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