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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
This Sunday, we have the joy of  welcoming Bishop Poulson Reed for his bi-
annual visitation. As the Bishop of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Oklahoma, Bishop 
Reed brings a deep commitment to congregational vitality, outreach, and spiritual 
leadership. He has led our diocese since 2020 and oversees 68 congregations, 
Episcopal schools, chaplaincies, senior care centers, and the beloved St. Crispin’s 
Conference Center and Camp. With a background that includes service in 
Colorado and Arizona and an M.F.A. from the University of  Utah, Bishop Reed 

brings both pastoral and creative insights to his ministry. 
 
The Bishop’s visit is an opportunity for St. Luke’s to connect with the broader Church and to 
reaffirm our place within the Episcopal Diocese of  Oklahoma. Bishop Poulson’s presence with us 
is a reminder of  our shared mission to serve Christ and each other. He will lead us in worship, offer 
reflections on faith, and meet with members of  our congregation. This Sunday’s service also holds 
special meaning for those among us who will be confirmed, received, or who will reaffirm their 
faith. Your support and prayers for them will bless and strengthen their commitment. 
 
Those to be confirmed: Calvin Cutts. 
 
Those to be received: Chase Almy, Alan Hadden, Jeff  Hall, Nancy Hix, Doug & Greta Parks, 
John Povenmire, Martha Reyburn. 
 
Those who will reaffirm their faith: Beth Flowers, Kathy Hadden, Tom Reyburn. 
 
As a part of  worship this weekend our offering (those funds that remain undesignated in the plate 
and not a part of  regular pledges) will be directed to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is 
significant and supports vital ministries and outreach throughout Oklahoma. By contributing, we 
participate in the compassionate work of  the Bishop that uplifts not only people but communities 
and brings God’s love to those in need. 
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The Steeple 
 

   

• Message from Fr Nick 

• Christmas in the Woods 

• Theologian’s Corner 

• Pot Luck with the Bishop 

• Christmas Wish Tree 

• Halloween- YD Style 

• Diocesan Youth Events 

• Stewardship Luncheon 

• Lots for YD (and parish) 

• Pack the Backpack item 



 

 

After the service, please join us for a potluck lunch. If  you are able, please bring a side dish to share 
as the meat will be provided. Again, please keep in your prayers those stepping forward in faith 
through confirmation, reception, or reaffirmation. May our community be enriched by this time 
together and by the presence of  our Bishop. 
 
In Christ, 
Nick+ 
 
 
 

 

 
 

With the Bishop!   November 10th , after the 
10:30am Confirmation service.  Please bring a dish 
to share and join in a meal with our Bishop 
Poulson Reed and the Confirmands.  
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• Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

• John 17:20-26 

• Psalm 97 
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Halloween- YD Style 
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    Although our Spook Walk at the Olsens was rained out, we enjoyed a delicious dinner 
from the Olsens and carved pumpkins. Then we all collected in the church library and 
shared spooky stories in the midst of the dark and stormy night.   

 

 
 

CONCERN NEEDS 
 

Concern's current needs are canned green beans, tuna and chicken; 
and homeless - single serve canned proteins, reusable vinyl or canvas 
bags and toothpaste.  

 
 

Prayer List 
   

  Liz Green, Michelle Sheffield, Catherine Sheffield,  Ben Baker, Steve McCraw, 
Josh Harris, David Swindell, Norma Perrier, Connie Finch,  Tony Clapper, Terry Grogan, Tyler 
Roberson, Jerry Nezam, Miriam Petrovich, Lynette Beebe,  Joe Norton, Jack Smith, Danny 
Clem, David McAtee, Shawn, Stephanie Gallegos, Pat Sare, Jim Carroll, Steve Linn,  Chuck 
McCarty,  Bob Baughman, Jean Mason, Estelle Sams, Ron Adams, Adam Thomas, Bob Lambert, 
Carla Curry, Jack Bridendolph, Tom Oakes, Bill Pendley, Mary Wallace, Connie Freebern, 
Lynda Stephens, Jim Perrier,  Marcie Zervas, Margaret Holden, Don McCoy, Jean McCoy, and 
Audrey Harris 
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On August 7th the Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation hosted the (2024-2025) State of the Schools Luncheon in the Bartlesville High 

School Commons. BPS Child Nutrition catered the luncheon, providing attendees with several delicious lunch options to choose from this 

year. If this is what is offered to our kids on a daily basis, I might just head over to the high school for lunch more often! Both Blair Ellis 

and Chuck McCauley presented timely and pertinent information regarding everything from instructional philosophy and policy to 

construction timetables for some of our elementary schools. As was the case last year, I find that every time I leave this event I feel as 

though I am well-informed and that Bartlesville Public Schools has some tremendous leadership in place as well as dedicated servant 

leaders who want nothing but the best for our city’s children.  

 

The sheer amount of information that is presented at the State of the Schools luncheon will not leave one wanting. I assure you that enough 

information is presented in under and hour that it is just shy of what some might consider something akin to being soaked by a fire hose. 

Nevertheless, Superintendent McCauley did something I appreciated this year by directly focusing some time at the beginning of the event 

to address the elephant in the room; namely State Superintendent Ryan Walters’ mandate for specific curriculum that requires schools to 

incorporate the Bible into classroom lessons. I hadn’t expected that, but remained interested in hearing about the position that the district 

was taking. McCauley’s response was that BPS will continue to abide by a policy our local school board had adopted in 2008, entitled 

“Religion in Schools.” 

 

Superintendent McCauley was also upfront about the shortage of teachers some districts are experiencing across the State. He reported that 

in Tulsa Public Schools alone, there are currently one hundred and thirty vacancies. To proactively engage that trend, BPS holds job fairs 

each semester that seek qualified teachers who are looking for employment in one of the most highly respected school districts in the State. 

 

I so appreciate the many ways our educators continue to go above and beyond the call of duty and do so much with so little. It’s not lost on 

me that as a denomination, we may look past the fact that to be a practicing Episcopalian one needs to be highly literate and so, behind each 

liturgy, behind each lesson, behind each prayer there has been a teacher that has helped us to understand the building blocks that make up 

the vocabulary of our faith. And as committed as they remain, we shall remain committed to them also by praying for them during the daily 

office here at St. Lukes. If you pray the office at home, below is a portion of what we pray at evening prayer when it comes time for 
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      Foster Children Christmas                                                                                                
   
The Christmas Wish Tree will be in the narthex starting November 10th. We 
have been asked to provide 40 baby dolls for little girls 1 to 3 years old that are 
in foster homes. There will not be any stars this year, just a sign up sheet by the 
tree. The DHS Christmas party, where the dolls will be distributed, is on 
December 6th so they need to be brought to the church no later than December 
4th. Thanks, as always, to the Good People of St. Luke’s for making this happen 

every year.  
God’s Peace, 
Steve & Cheryl Van Aken  

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries, Nov 10th  – Nov 16th, 2024 
 

Birthdays                                   Anniversaries     
 

   Nancy Van Duker       (11/11)               
   Steve Clark                  (11/13) 
   Wendy Hall                 (11/13) 
   Marilyn Taylor            (11/14) 
   Josie McIver                (11/15) 
   Penny Williams            (11/15) 
     
         

  If  your or a loved one’s name doesn’t appear on the list, please email 
or call the office, and we will add your birthday or anniversary! 
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Last Sunday’s Stewardship Luncheon 
 

        
 

 
 
 

If  you did not get a chance to turn in your pledge card last  
Sunday, you may do so in the collection plate this Sunday or 
mail it with the stamped envelope that was provided in your 

Stewardship letter.  When everyone is involved, we do beautiful 
work together for the Glory of  God! 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
New Month- New Item for  

Pack the Backpacks! 
 

          For November:    0.7mm mechanical pencils 
 

                               
 
              These prices are from Wal Mart.    Over 1,000 of  these pencils will be needed next 
year if  trends continue.    Both of  these have 24 ct, but different brands.  Any count will be 
welcome, as long as the size lead is 0.7mm. 

 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own 
peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of  your Church, 

and give to us the peace and unity of  that heavenly City, where with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 
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St. Luke’s Vestry Members 
 

o Nancy Woods, Sr. Warden – Nancywoods120@gmail.com 

o Jo Baughman – jybokla@aol.com 

o Karole Cozby, Jr Warden – kscozby916@gmail.com 

o Chad Ellis –  w.chadwick.ellis@gmail.com 

o Karen Lewey – kgrammy07@yahoo.com 

o Laura Birk – lpbirk73@gmail.com 

o Mark Peterson- markandmarypeterson@gmail.com 

o Steve Heidorn- sgheidorn@yahoo.com 

o Dolores McCreary –dolomc37@gmail.com 

o Steve Roper- sdroper2006@yahoo.com 

o Erin Roper- 

o Robert Lonski- rjtazski@yahoo.com 

 
 

Bereavement Team 1 
Susie Clark, Nancy Woods, Jeanne 

Julstrom, Sally Lindsey, Darian 
Kedy 

 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
210 East 9th St., Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Office Hours:  9am-4pm, M-F 
Email: StLukesBartlesville@outlook.com 

918-336-1212 
Or contact 

Penny Williams, secretary 918-766-2157   
 
         
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Contacts: 
 
The Reverend Nick Phares, Rector 
269-788-7063; RevPhares@outlook.com 
 
Keeli Droege, Choir Director/Organist 
918-697-8509  keelidroege@gmail.com  
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