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Christ the King Sunday: Celebrating the Reign of  Christ 
in Our Lives 

 
As we approach the end of  the liturgical year, we here at St. Luke’s are preparing 
to celebrate Christ the King Sunday this weekend. The Reign of  Christ invites us 
to reflect with wonder on God’s son who is the Lord of  all creation. It remains 
for us a day rooted in hope not just in some arbitrary recognition of  sovereignty. 
Christ the King reminds us of  the ultimate fulfillment of  God’s kingdom—a 

realm of  justice, peace, and love. 
 
Our life here at St. Luke’s aligns beautifully with this celebration. Our calling to be a welcoming, 
worshiping, and a serving community mirrors the vision of  Christ’s kingdom: inclusive, 
transformational, and rooted in grace.  
 
With feast and mission aligned then, here is a little background on the celebration this weekend.  
 
Christ the King Sunday was instituted in 1925 and has since become a time for Christians 
worldwide to proclaim Christ’s lordship, especially in challenging times. Scholars like Neil 
Alexander and Marion Hatchett emphasize the importance of  this feast as a culmination of  the 
church year, leading us into Advent with a renewed sense of  God’s mission in the world. Liturgical 
theologians such as Gordon Lathrop, Scott Gunn, and Derek Olsen further highlight how this day 
connects us to the broader narrative of  God’s redeeming work through Christ, encouraging us to 
live as active participants in God’s kingdom. 
 
Our own diocese even – encourages this active participation through a renewed vision of  Christ’s 
Kingdom to be vital congregations, who are steadfast in prayer, and courageous witnesses of  
Christ’s love in the world. 
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At St. Luke’s, may we use this occasion to recommit ourselves to living as faithful stewards of  
Christ’s teachings. Together, through worship, service, and outreach, let us reflect the light of  Christ 
in Bartlesville and beyond. 
 
Together let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of  kings and Lord of  lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of  the 
earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Faithfully, 
Nick+ 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
 

 

 
    CONCERN NEEDS 

 

Concern's current needs are canned green beans, tuna and chicken; and 
homeless - single serve canned proteins, reusable vinyl or canvas bags and 
toothpaste.  
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Prayer List 
   

  Liz Green, Michelle Sheffield, Catherine Sheffield,  Ben Baker, Steve McCraw, 
Josh Harris, David Swindell, Norma Perrier, Connie Finch,  Tony Clapper, Terry Grogan, Tyler 
Roberson, Jerry Nezam, Miriam Petrovich, Lynette Beebe,  Joe Norton, Jack Smith, Danny 
Clem, David McAtee, Shawn, Stephanie Gallegos, Pat Sare, Jim Carroll, Kate Carroll, Steve 
Linn,  Chuck McCarty,  Bob Baughman, Jean Mason, Estelle Sams, Adam Thomas, Bob 
Lambert, Carla Curry, Jack Bridendolph, Tom Oakes, Bill Pendley, Mary Wallace, Connie 
Freebern, Lynda Stephens, Jim Perrier,  Marcie Zervas, Margaret Holden, Don McCoy, Jean 
McCoy, Audrey Harris, Peggy Rockey, and Lauren Barlowe 

 
            

                                                     

  
 
 
 

                                                                                           

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries, Nov 24th  – Nov 30th, 2024 
 

Birthdays                                   Anniversaries     
 

   Doug Freebern           (11/30)                Jo & Bob Baughman    (11/24)            
    

         If  your or a loved one’s name doesn’t appear on the list, please 
email or call the office, and we will add your birthday or anniversary! 
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On August 7th the Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation hosted the (2024-2025) State of the Schools Luncheon in the Bartlesville High 

School Commons. BPS Child Nutrition catered the luncheon, providing attendees with several delicious lunch options to choose from this 

year. If this is what is offered to our kids on a daily basis, I might just head over to the high school for lunch more often! Both Blair Ellis 

and Chuck McCauley presented timely and pertinent information regarding everything from instructional philosophy and policy to 

construction timetables for some of our elementary schools. As was the case last year, I find that every time I leave this event I feel as 

though I am well-informed and that Bartlesville Public Schools has some tremendous leadership in place as well as dedicated servant 

leaders who want nothing but the best for our city’s children.  

 

The sheer amount of information that is presented at the State of the Schools luncheon will not leave one wanting. I assure you that enough 

information is presented in under and hour that it is just shy of what some might consider something akin to being soaked by a fire hose. 

Nevertheless, Superintendent McCauley did something I appreciated this year by directly focusing some time at the beginning of the event 

to address the elephant in the room; namely State Superintendent Ryan Walters’ mandate for specific curriculum that requires schools to 

incorporate the Bible into classroom lessons. I hadn’t expected that, but remained interested in hearing about the position that the district 

was taking. McCauley’s response was that BPS will continue to abide by a policy our local school board had adopted in 2008, entitled 

“Religion in Schools.” 

 

Superintendent McCauley was also upfront about the shortage of teachers some districts are experiencing across the State. He reported that 

in Tulsa Public Schools alone, there are currently one hundred and thirty vacancies. To proactively engage that trend, BPS holds job fairs 

each semester that seek qualified teachers who are looking for employment in one of the most highly respected school districts in the State. 

 

I so appreciate the many ways our educators continue to go above and beyond the call of duty and do so much with so little. It’s not lost on 

me that as a denomination, we may look past the fact that to be a practicing Episcopalian one needs to be highly literate and so, behind each 

liturgy, behind each lesson, behind each prayer there has been a teacher that has helped us to understand the building blocks that make up 

the vocabulary of our faith. And as committed as they remain, we shall remain committed to them also by praying for them during the daily 

office here at St. Lukes. If you pray the office at home, below is a portion of what we pray at evening prayer when it comes time for 

authorized intercessions and thanksgivings. 

We pray for our educators Lord, for all those who teach and care for our children and for their families.  

 

We pray especially for Chuck McCauley and for all those who work at: 

 

Monday:      Bartlesville High School               Michael Harp 

 

Tuesday:      Central Middle School        Dr. Matt Hancock 

          Madison Middle School        Joey Eidson 

 

Wednesday: Jane Phillips Elementary              Kevin Brown 

          Ranch Heights Elementary             Chand Meyers 

 

Thursday:    Richard Kane Elementary           Tammie Krause 

          Wayside Elementary                   Eliot Smith 

 

Friday:         Woodrow Wilson Elementary            Staci Bankston 

           Hoover Elementary            Tiffany Holmes 

 

 

I encourage you to listen to Superintendent McCauley’s presentation – not just for your own awareness but also because he references a 

book that will be studied district wide this year. That book is entitled, “The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of Childhood is 

Causing and Epidemic of Mental Illness” by Jonathan Haidt. As parents who are seeing that “rewiring” firsthand, Teresa and I are already 

listening to the book on Audible. My initial thoughts are that at the very least, this book is shaping up to provide the reader not only context 

but also it strives to offer some vital information about the social milieu of generation alpha. As a church who is intentional about looking 

to the future, I think this book is well worth our time. 

 

While I was leaving, I walked past the big Bruin and thought about what a formidable creature the bear is – how protective it can be of its 

cubs and how it stands tall to meet the challenges it faces. I thought about that passage in Isaiah, “And they that shall be of thee shall build 

the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, Repairers of the breach, Restorers of 

paths to dwell in” (Isa. 58:12). I thought about our teachers and how God might be leading me to pray for them and support them more 

faithfully this year. They have mighty work before them in shaping the future one day at a time – one child at a time. God bless them all. 

 

Nick+ 
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      Foster Children Christmas                                                                                                
   
The Christmas Wish Tree is in the narthex. We have been asked to provide 40 
baby dolls for little girls 1 to 3 years old that are in foster homes. There will 
not be any stars this year, just a sign up sheet by the tree. The DHS Christmas 
party, where the dolls will be distributed, is on December 6th so they need to be 
brought to the church no later than December 4th. Thanks, as always, to the 
Good People of St. Luke’s for making this happen every year.  

                                                                                                               God’s Peace, 
                                                                                                   Steve & Cheryl Van Aken  

 
 

 

           The Theologian’s Corner 

             Mechtilde of Hackeborn 
          (1240 – 19 November 1298) 
 
Mechtilde was a Saxon (from what is now Germany) 
Benedictine nun in the monastery of Helfta. Born 
Matilda von Hackeborn-Wippra, in 1240 or 1241, she 
belonged to one of the noblest and most powerful 
Thuringian families; her sister was the illustrious Abbess 
Gertrude of Hackeborn (not to be confused with 
Gertrude the Great, below). 
 
She was famous for her musical talents and was called the 
“Nightingale of Helfta”. Gifted with a beautiful voice, 
Mechtilde also possessed a special talent for rendering the 
solemn and sacred music over which she presided as 
domina cantrix. 
 
Mesctilde is best known for her revelations. The Lord 
would say to Mechtilde: Everything you have and by which 
you can please me you have from me and through me. In 
one extraordinary vision she perceived that "the smallest 
details of creation are reflected in the Holy Trinity by 
means of the humanity of Christ, because it is from the 

same earth that produced them that Christ drew his humanity." At the age of 50, Mechtilde went 
through a grave spiritual crisis, as well as physical suffering. Much troubled, Mechthilde, first had 
recourse to prayer. She had a vision of Christ holding in His hand the book of her revelations, 
and saying: "All this has been committed to writing by my will and inspiration; and, therefore you 
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have no cause to be troubled about it." He also told her that He wished this book to be called The 
Book of Special Grace, because it would prove such to many. 
 
Mechtilde died in the Monastery of Helfta, on November 19, 1298. 
 
Together we pray: Almighty God, who didst give to thy servant Mechthilde special gifts of grace to 
understand and teach the truth in Christ Jesus: Grant, we beseech thee, that by her teaching we 
may know thee, the one true God, and Jesus Christ thy Son, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
        
 

                               Vestry Spends Evening with YD 
 We enjoyed time with our Vestry (the leadership of our church) on Wednesday.  We ate delicious 
"truck stop tacos" Vestry provided, learned about the leadership of the church, and made 
advent candles together.  It was a nice multi-generational evening! 
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December 15th 4 pm at St. Luke’s 
Christmas Concert & Reception 🎶 

Featuring the Bartlesville Bells handbell choir, The 
Recorder Consort, piano and organ duets by Susan 

Mueller and Marjoleine Gravely, Keeli & Daisy Droege                  
(vocal, piano)  

 Reception will be in Metcalf Hall immediately after the Concert 
 
 
 

 

Come and check out your St Luke’s Bookstore for 
Advent calendars, Wreaths, Candles, and 
Devotionals.  Get ready for this Advent Season with 
the help of  St Luke’s bookstore!  All profit goes to 
Outreach in the community.  (See further for the 
Bookstore’s Open House info!) 
    The Bookstore will be 

ordering the ‘Rose Window’ tee shirts .  There are 
2 different images: 
One with HOPE and one with JOY on the front 

of  the shirt.  These will be black long sleeve tee 

shirts, sizes S-XXXL and will be $40.00. Short 

sleeve black tees are $35.00 Please order through 
the Bookstore or call Cathy Perrier 918-336-7974.   

(the image on the right is not the actual shirt- but lets you see the image 
logo) 
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Come and Support Your 
Vestry at Fantasy Land of  
Lights in Johnstone Park, Dec 
5th from 6-10pm!  Vestry 
members from St Luke’s will 
be working at the Gingerbread 
House and hoping to spy 
some St Luke’s folks enjoying 
the lights!  So make sure you 
drive through the park and 
stop to say hello to your Vestry 
members on Dec 5th! 

 
 

 
Pack the Backpacks! 

 

          For November:    0.7mm mechanical pencils 
 

                               
 
              These prices are from Wal Mart.    Over 1,000 of  these pencils will be needed next 
year if  trends continue.    Both of  these have 24 ct, but different brands.  Any count will be 
welcome, as long as the size lead is 0.7mm. 
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DON’T FORGET TO VOTE OR MAKE SUGGESTIONS! 



 

 

 
 

Stewardship Notes 
 

Grateful hearts, Generous Hands 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 
As the season of  Thanksgiving fills our hearts with gratitude, we are reminded of  the abundant 
blessings God bestows upon us daily. This time of  year, invites us to reflect not only on what we 
have received but also on how we are called to steward those blessings for the greater good. 
 
Stewardship is an expression of  our faith, recognizing that all we have is a gift from God. It is an 
opportunity to respond to God’s generosity by sharing our time, talents, and treasures in ways that 
further His kingdom. This Thanksgiving, may we encourage one another to consider how we might 
deepen our commitment to faithful stewardship. 
 
One practical way to do this is through a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  
Normally, distributions from a traditional IRA are taxable.  However, if  you are 70 ½ or older, 
when a Qualified Charitable Distribution is made directly to the charity, up to $100,000 per 
individual can be donated without creating a taxable event. The distribution can satisfy all or part 
of  the individual IRA owner’s required minimum distribution from their retirement account.  
 
If  you might be considering this, it is important to make sure that the funds are distributed directly 
to the eligible charitable organization and not distributed to the individual to maintain this as a non-
taxable event for the retirement account owner. If  you are 70 ½ or older and would like to consider 
making a Qualified Charitable Distribution you can read about it on the IRS.gov website and talk to 
your investment professional to determine if  this is a good option for you. 
 
A QCD allows you to support ministries close to your heart while also meeting the required 
minimum distribution without increasing your taxable income. It’s a beautiful way to combine wise 
financial planning with heartfelt generosity. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving everyone. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Sandi Dice. 
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St. Luke’s Vestry Members 
 

o Nancy Woods, Sr. Warden – Nancywoods120@gmail.com 

o Jo Baughman – jybokla@aol.com 

o Karole Cozby, Jr Warden – kscozby916@gmail.com 

o Chad Ellis –  w.chadwick.ellis@gmail.com 

o Karen Lewey – kgrammy07@yahoo.com 

o Laura Birk – lpbirk73@gmail.com 

o Mark Peterson- markandmarypeterson@gmail.com 

o Steve Heidorn- sgheidorn@yahoo.com 

o Dolores McCreary –dolomc37@gmail.com 

o Steve Roper- sdroper2006@yahoo.com 

o Erin Roper- 

o Robert Lonski- rjtazski@yahoo.com 

 
 

Bereavement Team 2 
Laura Birk, Nancy Megee, Wendy 

Halll, Karen Lewey, Debbie 
Mueggenborg 

 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
210 East 9th St., Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Office Hours:  9am-4pm, M-F 
Email: StLukesBartlesville@outlook.com 

918-336-1212 
Or contact 

Penny Williams, secretary 918-766-2157   
 
         
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Contacts: 
 
The Reverend Nick Phares, Rector 
269-788-7063; RevPhares@outlook.com 
 
Keeli Droege, Choir Director/Organist 
918-697-8509  keelidroege@gmail.com  
 

    

 

mailto:Nancywoods120@gmail.com
mailto:jybokla@aol.com
mailto:kscozby916@gmail.com
mailto:w.chadwick.ellis@gmail.com
mailto:kgrammy07@yahoo.com
mailto:StLukesBartlesville@outlook.com
mailto:RevPhares@outlook.com
mailto:keelidroege@gmail.com

