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Catching Up 
 

As the new school year begins, we continue to raise up in prayer 
our friends who are teachers, school administrators, and support 
personnel. We continue to pray for all of  our children as they 
return to school, hoping that the year before them is full of  
wonder. With the beginning of  the school year, I know that our 
calendars are filling up fast with commitments, games, events, and 
getaways. But I hope that amongst all of  that, you are penciling in 
some time here at Lukeõs Place ð your spiritual home.  
 

As you may know, we are seeking to hire a childrenõs minister to work alongside our 
intrepid youth ministers this Fall as well as two nursery attendants. My friends, if  you 
know anyone who might be considering these positions, I would be most grateful if  
you could put me in touch with them. Please like and share our social media posts as 
well. This will get the word out well beyond our reach, ensuring that we are casting 
our nets wide. Of course, if you are considering either position, please donõt hesitate 
to reach out to me at your earliest convenience. Iõd love to talk with you. 
 
As Y.D. prepares to meet tonight, plans are being set in motion to kick off  our 
childrenõs programming on Sunday, September 11th with a picnic after the second 
service. We will have some dates for parents to consider holding for church events as 
well as an opportunity to connect and see if  there are ways we can support our 
growing community. 
 
Speaking of  communities ð the Cursillo community is holding a reorganizational 
meeting next month at St. Crispinõs. If there are any members of  the 4th day that 
would like to reorganize here at St. Lukeõs please reach out to Penny, so that we can 
get a date and time on the church calendar for yõall to meet. After having gone 
through Cursillo myself, I know how life-giving reunion groups can be. I hope that 
any member of  the 4th day wishing to re-form a reunion group here at St. Lukeõs has 
my full support.  
 
Looking ahead, Iõd like to let folks know that our regional gathering of clergy (dubbed 
ò clericusó) will be meeting at St. Lukeõs on September 8th. The bishop will be 
attending our gathering next month fresh from his vacation. September 8th will also be 
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the first day that Jeff Birkõs parish discernment committee will meet, beginning a five-
month process of discerning Jeffõs call to holy orders. I humbly ask for your prayers 
over Jeff  and Laura as they enter this phase of  shared ministry together as well as for 
the parish discernment committee itself  consisting of: Deacon Kay Bowman Harvey, 
Nancy Woods, Pam Hanson, Steve Van Aken, and Steve Clark. 
 
 
To God be the Glory, 
Nick+ 

 
 

 

 
IS HAPPENING SOON!  
Hello all, 
 Rekeying the church will  commence in 
early September. If  you need a key to any 
part of the building,  we are required by 
the Diocese to ensure you take 10 online 

ôclassesõ in order to be a key holder.  Please email the office and request an 
ôinviteõ to start the registration process.  I  will  send you a link  to the 
Praesidium Academy Site to begin your training.  Each session is a ôSafe 
Church, Safe Communitiesõ video. There are 8 Safe Church videos and 2 policy 
videos. After the completion of each video, you will  be awarded a certificate of 
completion.  I  will  also receive a notification of your progress and a transcript 
of the videos you have seen/taken.  After all ten have been completed you will  
be issued a key. As part of the new policy, you cannot ôloanõ your key out to 
anyone who has not completed these classes and who is not listed in our 
records.  This comes directly from the Canons of the Diocese and is a 
requirement of our insurance in safeguarding our liability.  If  you have any 
questions ð donõt hesitate to call me - Iõm here for you!   
  
Penny      918-336-1212 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Theologians Corner 
 

BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX,  
 
Bernard was the son of  a knight and 
landowner who lived near Dijon, France. 
He was born in 1090 and given a secular 
education, but in 1113 he entered the 
Benedictine Abbey of  Citeaux. His family 
was not pleased with his choice of  a 
monastic life, but he nevertheless persuaded 
four of  his brothers and about twenty-six 
of  his friends to join him. After only three 
years, the abbot of  Citeaux deployed 
Bernard and a small company of  monks to 
establish a monastery at Clairvaux in 1115. 
 
The work at Clairvaux, and the extreme 
rigors of  the Benedictine rule practiced by 
the Cistercian community, were taxing. 
Tasked with much, Bernard denied himself  
sleep to the detriment of  his health that he 
might have time to write letters and 
sermons. He preached so persuasively that 
sixty new abbeys were founded, all affiliated 
with Clairvaux. Famed for the ardor with 
which he preached love for God òwithout 
measure,ó he fulfilled his own definition of 
a holy man: òseen to be good and 
charitable, holding back nothing for himself, 
but using his every gift for the common 
good.ó 
 
By 1140, his writings had made him one of  

the most influential figures in Christendom. His guidance was sought by prelates and 
princes, drawing him into active participation in all manner of  controversy involving 
the church, from settling disputes among secular rulers to sorting contentious 
theological debates. An ardent opponent of  a growing movement of  his time to 
reconcile inconsistencies of  doctrine by reason, he felt that such an approach was a 
downgrading of  the mysteries. This conflict took particular expression in his fierce 
opposition to the formidable theologian, Abelard. 
 
Among Bernardõs writings are treatises on humility and pride, on love, on the 
veneration of  Mary, and a commentary on the Song of  Songs. Among well known 
hymns, he is credited with having written òO sacred head sore woundedó (The 




