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Catching Up 
 

As the new school year begins, we continue to raise up in prayer 
our friends who are teachers, school administrators, and support 
personnel. We continue to pray for all of  our children as they 
return to school, hoping that the year before them is full of  
wonder. With the beginning of  the school year, I know that our 
calendars are filling up fast with commitments, games, events, and 
getaways. But I hope that amongst all of  that, you are penciling in 
some time here at Luke’s Place – your spiritual home.  
 

As you may know, we are seeking to hire a children’s minister to work alongside our 
intrepid youth ministers this Fall as well as two nursery attendants. My friends, if  you 
know anyone who might be considering these positions, I would be most grateful if  
you could put me in touch with them. Please like and share our social media posts as 
well. This will get the word out well beyond our reach, ensuring that we are casting 
our nets wide. Of  course, if  you are considering either position, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me at your earliest convenience. I’d love to talk with you. 
 
As Y.D. prepares to meet tonight, plans are being set in motion to kick off  our 
children’s programming on Sunday, September 11th with a picnic after the second 
service. We will have some dates for parents to consider holding for church events as 
well as an opportunity to connect and see if  there are ways we can support our 
growing community. 
 
Speaking of  communities – the Cursillo community is holding a reorganizational 
meeting next month at St. Crispin’s. If  there are any members of  the 4th day that 
would like to reorganize here at St. Luke’s please reach out to Penny, so that we can 
get a date and time on the church calendar for y’all to meet. After having gone 
through Cursillo myself, I know how life-giving reunion groups can be. I hope that 
any member of  the 4th day wishing to re-form a reunion group here at St. Luke’s has 
my full support.  
 
Looking ahead, I’d like to let folks know that our regional gathering of  clergy (dubbed 
“ clericus”) will be meeting at St. Luke’s on September 8th. The bishop will be 
attending our gathering next month fresh from his vacation. September 8th will also be 
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the first day that Jeff  Birk’s parish discernment committee will meet, beginning a five-
month process of  discerning Jeff ’s call to holy orders. I humbly ask for your prayers 
over Jeff  and Laura as they enter this phase of  shared ministry together as well as for 
the parish discernment committee itself  consisting of: Deacon Kay Bowman Harvey, 
Nancy Woods, Pam Hanson, Steve Van Aken, and Steve Clark. 
 
 
To God be the Glory, 
Nick+ 

 
 

 

 
IS HAPPENING SOON! 
Hello all, 
 Rekeying the church will commence in 
early September. If you need a key to any 
part of the building, we are required by 
the Diocese to ensure you take 10 online 

‘classes’ in order to be a key holder.  Please email the office and request an 
‘invite’ to start the registration process.  I will send you a link to the 
Praesidium Academy Site to begin your training.  Each session is a ‘Safe 
Church, Safe Communities’ video. There are 8 Safe Church videos and 2 policy 
videos. After the completion of each video, you will be awarded a certificate of 
completion.  I will also receive a notification of your progress and a transcript 
of the videos you have seen/taken.  After all ten have been completed you will 
be issued a key. As part of the new policy, you cannot ‘loan’ your key out to 
anyone who has not completed these classes and who is not listed in our 
records.  This comes directly from the Canons of the Diocese and is a 
requirement of our insurance in safeguarding our liability. If you have any 
questions – don’t hesitate to call me - I’m here for you!   
  
Penny      918-336-1212 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Theologians Corner 
 

BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX,  
 
Bernard was the son of  a knight and 
landowner who lived near Dijon, France. 
He was born in 1090 and given a secular 
education, but in 1113 he entered the 
Benedictine Abbey of  Citeaux. His family 
was not pleased with his choice of  a 
monastic life, but he nevertheless persuaded 
four of  his brothers and about twenty-six 
of  his friends to join him. After only three 
years, the abbot of  Citeaux deployed 
Bernard and a small company of  monks to 
establish a monastery at Clairvaux in 1115. 
 
The work at Clairvaux, and the extreme 
rigors of  the Benedictine rule practiced by 
the Cistercian community, were taxing. 
Tasked with much, Bernard denied himself  
sleep to the detriment of  his health that he 
might have time to write letters and 
sermons. He preached so persuasively that 
sixty new abbeys were founded, all affiliated 
with Clairvaux. Famed for the ardor with 
which he preached love for God “without 
measure,” he fulfilled his own definition of  
a holy man: “seen to be good and 
charitable, holding back nothing for himself, 
but using his every gift for the common 
good.” 
 
By 1140, his writings had made him one of  

the most influential figures in Christendom. His guidance was sought by prelates and 
princes, drawing him into active participation in all manner of  controversy involving 
the church, from settling disputes among secular rulers to sorting contentious 
theological debates. An ardent opponent of  a growing movement of  his time to 
reconcile inconsistencies of  doctrine by reason, he felt that such an approach was a 
downgrading of  the mysteries. This conflict took particular expression in his fierce 
opposition to the formidable theologian, Abelard. 
 
Among Bernard’s writings are treatises on humility and pride, on love, on the 
veneration of  Mary, and a commentary on the Song of  Songs. Among well known 
hymns, he is credited with having written “O sacred head sore wounded” (The 



 

Hymnal 1982, #168; #169),“Jesus, the very thought of  thee” (#642) and “O Jesus, joy 
of  loving hearts” (#649; #650). He died on August 20th, 1153. 
 
Together we pray: O God, by whose grace thy servant Bernard of  Clairvaux, kindled 
with the flame of  thy love, became a burning and a shining light in thy Church: Grant 
that we also may be aflame with the spirit of  love and discipline and walk before thee 
as children of  light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

                                                      

              
   

 
 

FAITH FORUM 

Sundays 9:15am-10:15am, Metcalf Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Olsen Maintenance Team 
Heading to College 

 
Nick and Charlie Olsen, who have been indispensable helpers this summer in 
maintaining the church properties, are “retiring” to head to college. Nick is returning 
to Pittsburg State as a junior and Charlie will be a freshman at OSU.  
 
Throughout the summer, these young men handled yard and inside maintenance tasks 
at the church as well as at the church-owned home at 801 S. Osage, which is now 
providing transition housing to two Family Promise families. Nick spent a great deal 
of  time at the refurbished house, painting nearly every room and assisting with 
cleanup and carpentry projects.  
 
Charlie was a part of  multiple projects inside and outside the church, including 
“honey do’s” for Margaret, often teaming up with his older brother. On occasion, 
younger brother Luke was recruited to assist. Charlie also helped with the installation 
of  a second bath at 801 plus washing every window in the house and hanging about a 
dozen new blinds.  
 
Nick, for the second summer in a row, took on the I’m-not-afraid-of-heights task of  
cleaning the rooftop “chiller” that is an essential part of  the air-conditioning system 
that cools Metcalf, the office areas and the classrooms. The cleanup helps avert 
breakdowns and improves operating efficiency. 
  
Thank you, Olsen team, for keeping Luke’s Place looking good and running smoothly! 
 

 
 

Charlie and Nick Olsen prepare to attack the grass.  Nick cleans up the chiller. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Join the YD and Sponsors in 
Metcalf Hall on August 21 
after the 10:30am service for 
an Ice Cream Social and 
program on our recent trip to 
DC.  Let us show you our 
great summer adventure!   

 
 

 
 

Spiritual Discovery Forum 
 
‘God is forming us into a new people.  And the 
place of that formation is in the small moments of 
today.’ 
 

You are invited to come and discover 
your spiritual path with a group of  

humble seekers. We will begin our exploration with a study of  the 

book, Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren.  We will 
meet on Tuesday, August 30th at 10:00am in the Tom Beard Library 
upstairs.  The book can be purchased on Amazon or through your 
favorite bookstore.   Contact Mother Andrea Jones if  you have 
questions. 

 

CONCERN Pantry --                                                                                         

The present food needs for Concern are:  canned green beans, oatmeal, 
SPAM, cereal, mashed potatoes, and complete pancake mix.  Homeless 
needs are:  pudding cups, peanut butter, squeezable jelly and pop-top 
canned meats.  Milk….Always Milk 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Empty Bowls will be Tuesday August 23rd at the Community Center from 
11am to 1pm. Tickets are $25 apiece. Steve Clark will have tickets for sale 
Sunday the 14th and 21st or they will be available at the door for the same 
price.   

 
 

 



 

  
 

St Luke’s Bookstore will be open during ‘Coffee Hour” 
(11:30am-12:30pm) the four Sundays in August for the 
FINAL 75% off  sale (Cookbooks are $5 each).  New 
merchandise will be arriving soon and new hours will 
be in place.  Until we can update the credit card 
machine and get our account back on line, we will only 
be accepting cash or checks for payment.  If  you have 

questions or would like to volunteer in the Bookstore, contact Cathy 
Perrier, 918-336-7974, 918-520-9927.  Watch the Steeple for upcoming 
events! 
 

 

• Acts 16:16-34 

• Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

• John 17:20-26 

• Psalm 97 

 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#ps1


 

 
 

Pub Theology will be Thursday, Aug 25th, 6:30pm, at 
Tumbleweed’s.  Come join us and talk about our own beliefs in the 
world around us. 
 

 
Agape Needs Volunteers! 

 
We need a volunteer to work at Agape from 12:45pm to 
2:00pm on the fourth Thursday of  each month.   If  
interested, please contact Becky Liehr at 918-327-5987 or 
jbliehr@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries, Aug 21st  – Aug 27th, 2022 

  
 Birthdays                                            Anniversaries                       

    

Michelle Sheffield        8/22           Barbara & Brent Todd   8/21          

Shannon McCraw       8/22 

Darian Kedy                8/25 

David Kedy                  8/25 

Dennis Mueggenborg  8/26         

 
  If  your or a loved one’s name doesn’t appear on the list, please email or call the office, 
and we will add your birthday or anniversary! 
      

 
 

 

 

 

• Acts 16:16-34 

• Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 

• John 17:20-26 

• Psalm 97 

 

mailto:jbliehr@gmail.com
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster7_RCL.html#ps1


 
                                      

                                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
  
 
  
 

 
 
      

 
 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Contacts: 

 

The Reverend Nick Phares, Rector 

269-788-7063; RevPhares@outlook.com 

 

Dolores McCreary, Choir Director/Organist 

918-397-4828 dolomc37@gmail.com  

 

    

 

St. Luke’s Vestry Members 
 

o Doug McIver, Sr. Warden -– dmciver@susandickcpa.com   785-342-4328 

o Nancy Woods, Jr. Warden – Nancywoods120@gmail.com 

o Jo Baughman – jybokla@aol.com 

o Karole Cozby – kscozby916@gmail.com 

o Chad Ellis –  w.chadwick.ellis@gmail.com 

o Karen Lewey – kgrammy07@yahoo.com 

o Laura Birk – lpbirk73@gmail.com 

o Mark Peterson- m_mpeterson@hotmail.com 

o Steve Van Aken – scvanaken@sbcglobal.net 

o Robert Lonski- rjtazski@yahoo.com 

o Katherine Powell – kmpbmp48@gmail.com 

o Brad Borg- bradborg@yahoo.com 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
210 East 9th St., Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Office Hours:  9am-4pm, M-F 

Email: StLukesBartlesville@outlook.com 
918-336-1212 

Or contact 
Penny Williams, secretary 918-766-2157 

Scammers are creative cons.  Please do not respond to any emails or 
texts claiming to be Fr Nick or the church that asks you for personal 
information or money/gift cards without checking with the office 
first.  Fr Nick will NEVER ask for money/gift cards through emails 
or texts.  Things to look for: 
    Email Address-if  there is ANY variance of  Fr. Nick’s email 
address, it is NOT from him.  If  you do not recognize the cell phone 
number on a text- it is NOT from him.  Feel free to delete and again, 
call the church office to verify.   
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YD2DC 
The Early Risers…those traveling and those seeing us off! 

 
 

     
 

    


