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Why Holy Week? 

 

The function of Holy Week is to prepare us for the experience of Easter. Stemming from several branches of ancient 

Christianity, the pattern of worship during Holy Week guides the church to the Easter Day message of resurrection and 

new life. Holy Week places us into the story of Jesus as he walks the path to the cross. From the triumphal waving of 

palms on Palm Sunday, onward to the uncomfortable washing of his disciples feet and the simple sharing of bread and 

wine around the table on Maundy Thursday, and, finally, to the tragic silence of his crucifixion on Good Friday; Holy 

Week prepares us for the joy of Easter Sunday, where we celebrate the Easter Eucharist and listen to the stories from 

Jesus’ disciples as they respond to his resurrection from the dead. Holy Week is a grand drama that plays out at St. Luke’s 

year after year after year.   

 

How are we going to worship during Holy Week? 

 

This year, things are going to be a little different. The Good Friday and Easter services will be online, and I’m going to ask 

you to do your own Maundy Thursday service from home. I will also put up a reflection for Maundy Thursday on the 

church’s YouTube site (https://bit.ly/2QIgY7c). It will be available by Thursday at noon. I’ll also post links on the parish 

website for a service that you can do at home. I encourage you to do a foot washing if you are with your family. If you are 

alone, I ask you to reflect on Jesus and how he understood his ministry in the world.  

 

On Good Friday, there will be a Zoom meeting worship at Noon. Please join us online. A service bulletin will be available 

on the parish website or you can use The Book of Common Prayer. You are also welcome to come and walk the Way of 

the Cross at St. Luke’s. The chapel door will be unlocked from 9am-11:30am, and, again, from 1pm-5pm. Please use 

appropriate social distancing protocols if anyone else is in the nave.  

 

Finally, on Easter morning we will worship again on the Zoom meeting app. Dolores will be here with me to play a few 

Easter hymns, and I will post the service booklet and hymns on the parish website. You are invited to print them at home 

or use them on your smartphone, computer, or tablet. We will be celebrating the Holy Eucharist, and I invite you to join 

me by practicing an understanding of reception called “spiritual communion”. This is an ancient practice and is endorsed 

by the Episcopal Church (see page 457 in The Book of Common Prayer). The Bishop is asking the church to use this 

practice until it is safe to gather in community again. We will say this prayer together during the service which I think will 

help you understand what we are doing: 

 

https://bit.ly/2QIgY7c


 

 
                           

Giving When We Can’t Be Together 
 

“All things come of thee O Lord, 

And of thine own have we given thee” 

 

Who would have thought a month ago that we’d be having an “off-site offertory?”  

 

But that’s the world we’re living in right now. And even though we can’t gather physically in our beautiful and 

beloved church building, all the expenses continue -- bills for insurance, utilities and other necessities keep on 

arriving. Most importantly, we continue to do the right thing by paying full salaries to our small staff.  

 

This means that your financial help is just as important as ever.  We realize some members may not be a 

position to provide all the support that they had intended, at least at this time. We understand that completely.   

 

Regardless of whether you can manage all or some of your normal giving, please continue to provide your 

support by mailing a check to the church office: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 210 E 9th St, Bartlesville, OK 

74003. 

 

Beginning soon, you also can give on-line through the Tithe.ly application. This convenience allows you to 

give through your mobile device or computer. Your donation can be charged against a credit or debit card or 

drawn from a bank account. This feature is being finalized now, and we’ll be providing simple setup 

instructions soon.  

 

On behalf of the vestry, thank you for keeping St. Luke’s finances sound, and for staying safe as we face 

uncertain times together.   

-- Dan Droege, Senior Warden 
 

A Word from Father Steve (continued) 
 

We believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time receive communion, we 

pray you to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all our heart, my soul, and mind. 

Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom 

and unending peace. Amen. 
 

Occasionally, I will tell people that I don’t take roll when they apologize to me for sporadic church attendance. But, if I 

am being honest, I would like to take roll during Holy Week. I’d like to put a bit of pastoral pressure on each of you to 

join with me the experience the highs and lows of Holy Week—to get your feet wet, to pray the Solemn Collects 

together, and to participate in the fullness of the Easter liturgy. I hope you’ll make it a priority this year to join your 

Christian siblings in worship during our most Holy Week.  
 

The Zoom ID number for our gatherings is 936-509-5026. The password for our gatherings is 251445.  
 

Christ’s Peace, 
 

Father Steve 

 



                                     
  

St. Luke’s Prayer List 
Please keep the following persons 

in your prayers:  
Elizabeth, Jenny, Georgia, Diana, 
Millie, Bryson, Suzanne, Sydney, 
Ed, Evelyn, Toni, Milton, Joseph, 
Lyndee, Alan, Bill, Karen, Ethan, 

Elaine, Marjean, Helen, Mark, 
Cynthia, Steve, Barbara, Brent, 

Katie, Ruth, Glenn, Marsha, Jerry, 
D.J., Sarah, Mary, Emily, Whitney, 
Lloyd, Melt, Belinda, Wendy, David, 

Tracy, Linda, Terry, Leaona, 
Connie, Tracy, Mark, Diana F., Jim, 
Bid, Ada, Lisa, and all members of 
our armed forces and their families. 

If you have a prayer request, 
contact our Prayer Ministry 

Coordinator Thelma Blackburn 
918-333-7902 or 

TPBGEN@aol.com or the church 
office at 918-336-1212 or 

office@episcopalbartlesville.org. 
(Names on the Prayer List are 

rotated off every 4 weeks.  If there 
is need for continued prayers, 

please let us know.) 

 

Agape Mission Volunteer Schedule  
 

Thursday, April 9: 

9-11am: Jeanne Julstrom, Becky Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Kris Bonner, Rita Childers, Becky Liehr, 

 Kathy Zervas, Dolores McCreary 

1:00 – 2:45pm: Peter Julstrom, Miriam Petrovich,  

Wendy Hall 

 

Thursday, April 23: 

9-11am: Jim Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Jeff Birk, Dean Zervas 

Glenda Garrison, Darian Kedy, Jen Peterson,  

1:00 – 2:45pm: Carol Murphy, Radomir Petrovich,  

Becky Olsen 

 

 

 Habits of Grace: An invitation for you, from Presiding Bishop Curry 
 

As we learn how to adjust our lives given the reality of the coronavirus and 

the request to do our part to slow its spread by practicing social distancing, I 

invite you to join me each week to take a moment to cultivate a ‘habit of 

grace.’ A new video meditation will be posted on Mondays through May. 

They can be found on YouTube by ping in the search bar: Habits of Grace 

by Bishop Curry. 
 

 

A Women’s Bible Study “Zoom meetings” is planned using the book...GRACE by Max Lucado.  It is available at Amazon 

and Christianbook.com.  Participants will read the first chapter and then meet via Zoom for discussion and thoughts.  

 

Nancy Woods asks that those wishing to participate let her know via email of their interest and again when they have their 

books in hand at nancywoods120@gmail.com. 

Dear Sunday School Parents, 
 

     Please check your email.  I have sent out digital copies of the Godly Play lessons for Lent.  I'm also going to 

send out prints of the plates for the story.  If you don't have a printer, please let me know and I will mail you 

some.   

     It would be great if you could go through these lessons with your children the next few Sundays.  If they 

attended Sunday School the first three weeks of Lent, a few of the lessons may be review.   

     I'm also going to post a video on the church website (I will email the link as well) of the lesson for you and your 
children to review.  Please call, text or email me if you didn't receive my email or if you have any questions. 

God’s Blessings, 

Keeli Droege 

Christian Formation  

keelidroege@gmail.com 
918-697-8509 

 

Office Info: Roseanne McKee, office manager/assistant to rector, is in 

the office Monday – Thursdays 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. The north doors will be 

locked, but if you need anything, please call the office at 918-336-

1212. 
 

Chapel Schedule: The chapel will be open Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. 

– 1 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. with stations of the cross posted. 

 
 

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=dd97958c42&e=06e82155c3
http://christianbook.com/
mailto:keelidroege@gmail.com
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Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church contacts: 
The Rev. Stephen Hood, Rector 
fathersdhood@gmail.com  918-330-6108 
The Rev. Douglas Freebern, Deacon, retired 
dfreebern@gmail.com  918-914-0525 
In an Emergency, contact any of the clergy listed 
above.  
Roseanne McKee, Office Manager/Asst. to 
Rector (office@episcopalbartlesville.org)  
Dolores McCreary, Organist/Choir Director 
(dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org)  
Dan Droege, Sr. Warden 
(dbdcomm.2@gmail.com) 
Doug McIver, Jr. Warden 
(dmciver@susandickcpa.com) 
Office Phone:  918-336-1212 

 

• Be aware -- Father Steve will not request gift cards or other monetary support 

through email. All financial requests/special appeals at St. Luke’s go through 

normal channels and any special requests will be made by phone or in person.  

• Sermons may be accessed at our website: http://episcopalbartlesville.org/ 

• St. Luke’s is now on Instagram! Follow St. Luke’s at episcopalbartlesville. 

 

thoughts... Other 

Bereavement Team 1 

Susie Clark, Nancy Woods, Sally 

Lindsey, Georgia Gates, Jeanne 
Julstrom. 

 

FYI: Bishop Ed has inhibited the distribution of communion by the clergy to any 

parishioner (title IV violation). Additionally, Bishop Ed has prohibited public in-

person gatherings of any kind including gathering in parking lots or other open 

spaces.  

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

210 East 9th St. 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Good Friday Readings 
 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. 
Just as there were many who were astonished at him--so marred was his appearance, beyond human 
semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals--so he shall startle many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
 

Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or 
majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was 
despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from 
whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own 
way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 

mailto:fathersdhood@gmail.com
mailto:dfreebern@gmail.com
mailto:office@episcopalbartlesville.org
mailto:dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org
mailto:dbdcomm.2@gmail.com
mailto:dmciver@susandickcpa.com
http://episcopalbartlesville.org/


  
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (continued) 
 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Psalm 22 
 

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * by night as well, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are the Holy One, * enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
4 Our forefathers put their trust in you; * they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 They cried out to you and were delivered; * they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * scorned by all and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 
8 "He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * let him rescue him, if he delights in him." 
9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * and kept me safe upon my mother's breast. 
10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * you were my God when I was still in 

my mother's womb. 
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * and there is none to help. 
12 Many young bulls encircle me; * strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
13 They open wide their jaws at me, * like a ravening and a roaring lion. 
14 I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; * my heart within my breast is 

melting wax. 
15 My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * and 

you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 
16 Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * they pierce my hands 

and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
17 They stare and gloat over me; * they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my 

clothing. 
18 Be not far away, O LORD; * you are my strength; hasten to help me. 
19 Save me from the sword, * my life from the power of the dog. 
20 Save me from the lion's mouth, * my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
21 I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of 
Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face 
from them; * but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * and all the families of the 
nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * he rules over the nations. 
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * all who go down to the 

dust fall before him. 
29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * they shall be known as 

the LORD's for ever. 
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 
 



  

Hebrews 10:16-25 
 

The Holy Spirit testifies saying, "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds," he also adds, 
"I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

John 18:1-19:42 
 

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, 

which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because 
Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together 
with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I 
am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, "I am he," 
they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" And 
they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for 
me, let these men go." This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single one 
of those whom you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high 
priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, "Put 
your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?" 
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they 
took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas 
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. 
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high 
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside 
at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the 
woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, "You are not also 
one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." Now the slaves and the police had 
made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming 
themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus 
answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the 
temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask 
those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." When he had said this, one of the 
police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high 

priest?" Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken 
rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not also one of 
his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with 
him?" Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat 
the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this 
man?" They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to 
you." Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." The Jews 
replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said  

 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of 



  

John 18:1-19:42 (continued) 
 

when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the 
King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 
me?" Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 
you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If 
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked him, "So you are a 
king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." Pilate 
asked him, "What is truth?" 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against him. 
But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?" They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now 
Barabbas was a bandit. 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it 
on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail, 

King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I 
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him." So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" When 
the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to 
them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." The Jews answered 
him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the 
Son of God." 
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again 
and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to 
him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and 
power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin." From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, 
you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the 
emperor." 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a 
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for 
the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" They cried out, 
"Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?" 
The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." Then he handed him over to 
them to be crucified. 
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of 
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and 
put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 
'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'" Pilate answered, "What I 
have written I have written." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 
divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but 
cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 

"They divided my clothes among themselves, 
and for my clothing they cast lots." 

And that is what the soldiers did. 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the  
 



  John 18:1-19:42 (continued) 
 
disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), 
"I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine 
on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It 
is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during 
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked 
Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers 
came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came 
out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
"None of his bones shall be broken." And again another passage of scripture says, "They will 
look on the one whom they have pierced." 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 

because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave 
him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus 
by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was 
the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

Easter Sunday Readings 
 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--
he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name." 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * "His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * the right hand of the LORD is exalted! the 

right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 
17 I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to 

the LORD. 
 



 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (continued) 
 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD's doing, * and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the LORD has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Colossians 3:1-4 
 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

John 20:1-18 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 
 
 


