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The Weekly Newsletter of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

The Steeple 
 

December Already 
 

December is shaping up to a fairly busy month for St. Luke’s despite the social restrictions posed by the 

pandemic. As far as Sunday services are concerned, the worship team is planning to continue in-person as 

well virtual services, but we’re keeping a close eye on the local situation. The diocese is leaving it up to 

individual churches to make their own decisions regarding in-person worship, based on conditions within 

their own congregations and in their geographic areas. Virtual broadcasts will continue regardless. With 

that in mind, here’s what the December line-up of activities looks like… 
 

Dec. 6 will be a Morning Prayer service led by members of the congregation. The homily will be provided 

by Dolores McCreary. If you’re wondering about the topic, here is a hint that no doubt long-time members 

will catch: Think frog.  
 

Dec. 7-8 will be the mailing dates for this year’s Stewardship letter. As noted by Doug and me during the 

announcements at last Sunday’s service, the focus this year is on the time+talent components of 

stewardship. Our expense budget will be unchanged from this year, and that will be explained in this brief 

mailer. Please note that your pledge card for 2021 will be enclosed along with a return envelope. 
 

Dec. 13 will be Holy Communion Rite II with Fr. Noel Doherty, who’s been a great help to us from the 

very beginning of our “rector-less” journey that started five months ago.  
 

Dec. 20 will once again be Fr. Noel officiating and delivering the sermon at the Holy Communion Rite II 

service. Thank you, Fr. Noel, for sticking with us! 
 

Dec. 21 will be the deadline for returning your pledge card. You can mail it back in the return envelope or 

drop it in the offering plate on Dec. 20 or at a previous service. Or you can leave it in the church’s locked 

mail box on the left side of the north door. 
 

Dec. 23 from 2 pm to 4 pm will be your personal opportunity to come take in the beauty of the St. Luke’s 

nave, decorated for Christmas just hours before by the Altar Guild. This is something new that will be 

repeated again on the 24th.  It will be a come-and-go time of reflection and anticipation for you and your 

family. A quiet selection for familiar sacred music will be provided by Dolores. 
 

Dec. 24 from 10 am to 12 noon will be another opportunity for you and family members to prepare for 

Christmas Eve surrounded by the holiday beauty of St. Luke’s.    
 

Dec. 24 at 3:30 will be a special Family Christmas Service in which the youth of the church will 

participate. Officiating at this service will be another visiting clergyman familiar to us all – Fr. Mark 

Wood. Welcome back, Fr. Mark. 
 

Dec. 27 will be a virtual service (time to be announced) from the St. Paul’s Cathedral in Oklahoma City 

with the Bishop Poulson and other members of the diocesan staff participating. St. Luke’s will not have a 

service on this Sunday. A link to the virtual service will be posted closer to the time of broadcast.  
 

Dan Droege, Senior Warden 

On behalf of the Vestry 

 
 

 

 



 

2 

 

 

Meet Teresa Phares 
 

Teresa Phares, wife of our new rector Fr. Nick and mother of three, holds an important relationship with 

the Godly Play program – the youth Sunday School curriculum that has been used and treasured by St. 

Luke’s for many years.  
 

Not only have Teresa and Fr. Nick been regular Godly Play teachers at St. Christopher’s in Pensacola, 

but since 2016, Teresa has served as the US Training Operations Manager as well as Director of US 

Membership for the Godly Play Foundation. Here is more information about Teresa as posted on the 

Godly Play Foundation website: 
 

Teresa was born and raised in Southwest Michigan and received her B.S. in Mathematics Education 

from Western Michigan University. During her eleven-year teaching career, she also obtained an M.A. 

in Curriculum and Instruction from Spring Arbor University. In 2014, Teresa’s family moved to 

Sewanee, TN, so that her husband could pursue his call to ordination and attend seminary. While living 

in Sewanee, Teresa also attended the School of Theology at the University of the South and received her 

M.A. in Theology in May 2017. Teresa and her family now live in Pensacola, FL, where her husband 

serves as Assistant Rector at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church. 

Angel Tree Update 
 

Please return your gifts to the Church 

with the Angel Tree Tag attached to 

the box or bag by Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

We will be taking them to the 

Salvation Army on that day. 
 

Thanks so much to all who purchased 

gifts of donated funds. It is especially 

meaningful this year. Christmas will 

be a lot brighter for children in need 

because of you. 
 

Steve or Cheryl Van Aken 

918-914-9041 

 

In addition to her roles on staff with the Foundation, Teresa 

also serves as a Godly Play Missioner in the Gulf Coast 

region and has been instrumental in starting and supporting 

several Godly Play programs in the area. For Teresa, being 

a Godly Play practitioner and storyteller is a spiritual 

practice that enriches her own faith story in countless ways. 

Her favorite part of sharing stories in a circle of children is 

witnessing how they develop the Christian language and 

internalize the stories in deep ways. 
 

You can learn more about Teresa and her family by going 

to her Facebook page , plus you can see her teaching one of 

many Godly Play sessions here    
 

“We are moving to Oklahoma in January! It’s been a joyful 

journey of discernment, and we were certain along many of 

the steps that this is where God is leading us. We are so sad 

to leave the amazing community that St. Christopher’s is, 

and yet at the same time we feel energized and excited 

about cultivating the same kind of community at St. 

Luke’s. As our family takes this next step with Nicholas 

Phares, I have full confidence in his abilities and call to 

serve the community of St. Luke’s and to lead and learn 

from them.”  – From Teresa’s Facebook post shortly after 

Fr. Nick accepted the call as rector at St. Luke’s. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/teresa.phares.3
https://www.facebook.com/276731000648/videos/1066360427108491
https://www.facebook.com/276731000648/videos/1066360427108491
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Santa Shop at Jane Phillips Elementary 

 

The 8th annual Santa Shop at Jane Phillips Elementary will 
be held Dec. 19, 9-11 a.m. Due to COVID-19, this year’s 
Santa Shop will be a drive-through “Winter Wonderland, 
Where Your Dreams Come True.” 
 
Monetary donations mailed to Jane Phillips at 1500 S. 
Rogers, Bartlesville, OK 74003, are requested by Nov. 30. 
 
If you have any questions, call Santa Shop Committee 
members Karla Cunningham at 918-519-0223 or via email 
at cunninghaml@bps-ok.org or Melinda Butterfield at 918-
331-6407 or via email at butterfield@bps-ok.org. 

Expressions of Sympathy 
 

The members of St. Luke's extend our deepest sympathy to Glenn Blackburn and family on the death 

of his wife, Thelma Blackburn; to Camden Campbell, her husband Bill Pendley and family, on the 

death of her mother Jane Campbell; to Judy Kingsbury and family on the death of her husband Robert 

Kingsbury; and to Fr. Nick Phares and family on the death of his mother, Kay Phares. Please keep the 

Blackburn, Campbell, Kingsbury and Phares families in your prayers. 

 

May the souls of Thelma Blackburn, Jane Campbell, Robert Kingsbury, Kay Phares and the souls of 

all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Their obituaries (published to date) can be 

found at these links: 

 

   Thelma Blackburn  Jane Campbell  Robert Kingsbury  Kay Phares 

 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: 
 

Glenn Blackburn, 1856 Putnam Dr., Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 

Camden Campbell and Bill Pendley, 1222 S. Dewey, Bartlesville, OK 74003 
 

Judy Kingsbury, 3417 SE Willowood Dr., Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 

Fr. Nick Phares, 3720 Bonner Road, Pensacola, FL 32503 
 

 

https://www.stumpff.org/obituaries/Thelma-Blackburn-3/#!/Obituary
https://www.floralhaven.com/obituaries/Martha-Campbell-10/#!/Obituary
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=robert-kingsbury&pid=197198012&fhid=3324
http://farleyestesdowdle.tributes.com/obituary/show/Kay-T.-Phares-108501576
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St. Luke’s Prayer List 
Please keep the following persons 

in your prayers: Milton, 
Elizabeth, Georgia, Millie, 

Suzanne, Linda, Terry, Leaona, 
Connie, Tracy, Michelle 

Catherine, Sydney, Ed, Cheri, 
Rhonda, Liz, Evan, Joseph, 

Belinda, Mary Emily, Madelyn, 
Maxwell, Bruce, Clara, Juanita, 

Lynetta, Shellie, Ann, Marty, 
Peggy, Joe, Dale, Robin, Cindy, 

Tom and Debbie, 
and all members of our armed 

forces and their families. 
If you have a prayer request, call 

918-336-1212 or email us at 
office@episcopalbartlesville.org. 

 

 

Agape Mission Volunteer Schedule  
 

Thursday, Dec.10: 

9-11am: Jeanne Julstrom, Becky Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Kris Bonner, Rita Childers, Becky 

Liehr, 

 Kathy Zervas, Dolores McCreary 

1:00 – 2:45pm: Peter Julstrom, Miriam Petrovich,  
Wendy Hall 

 

Thursday, Dec. 24: 

9-11am: Jim Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Jeff Birk, Dean Zervas 

Glenda Garrison, Darian Kedy, Jen Peterson,  

1:00 – 2:45pm: Carol Murphy, Radomir Petrovich,  
Becky Olsen 

 

Online & Mobile Giving Available 

     Online giving application is now available to St. Luke's members through the Tithe.ly mobile 

application or directly online from your home device. You can utilize either method of giving by going 

to this Tithe.ly web page  (https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app). Complete instructions for using 

this convenience are provided on the home page of the St. Luke’s website 

(http://episcopalbartlesville.org) or by picking Online Giving in the right-side menu. 

     Regardless of whether you can manage all or some of your normal giving, please continue to 

support our community of faith.  And if you’re not comfortable with virtual giving, you can always 

mail a check to the church office: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 210 E 9th St, Bartlesville, OK 74003 

or drop a check into our locked mail slot near north entrance. 
 

 

 

Bereavement Team 1 

Susie Clark, Nancy Woods, Sally 
Lindsey, Georgia Gates, Jeanne 

Julstrom. 

 

 

Information from Roseanne, Office Manager: 
 

Roseanne’s Updated Office Hours 9:30 – 1:30 Monday - 

Thursday.  

Note that church offices will be closed for holidays on Dec. 24 & 

25 and Jan. 1.  
 

Please note that even during office hours, the doors are locked per 

COVID-19 protocol. If you need to come in, just ring the north 

entrance bell or call the office at 918-336-1212 or Roseanne’s cell 

918-287-8784.  
 

 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app
http://episcopalbartlesville.org/
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Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church contacts: 
Senior Warden, Dan Droege, 
dbdcomm.2@gmail.com. 
Doug McIver, Jr. Warden 
(dmciver@susandickcpa.com) 
Roseanne McKee, Office Manager/Asst. to 
Rector (office@episcopalbartlesville.org) 
Office Phone:  918-336-1212 
Dolores McCreary, Organist/Choir Director 
(dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org)  
 

 

• Be aware – No one from St. Luke’s will request gift cards or other 

monetary support through email. If you receive such a message in 

your email, it is spam. All financial requests/special appeals at St. 

Luke’s go through normal channels and any special requests will 

be made by phone or in person.  

solicitations... Alert on 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

210 East 9th St. 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Connecting with St. Luke’s 
 

To learn various ways to connect at St. Luke’s, visit our website at: http://episcopalbartlesville.org/ 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries Dec. 2 – Dec. 13 
 

         Birthdays 
\ 

Jen Peterson, Dec. 3 

Jo Baughman, Dec. 4 

Janice Dreiling, Dec. 7 

Jill Pletcher, Dec. 10 

Shelly Anderson, Dec. 11 

Bettisu Casey, Dec. 13 

 
 

 

 

St. Luke’s Vestry Members 

 

o Dan Droege, Sr. Warden – dbdcomm.2@gmail.com    918-331-7936 

o Doug McIver, Jr. Warden - dmciver@susandickcpa.com   785-342-4328 

o Penny Williams - oklaborn@sbcglobal.net   

o Nancy Woods - Nancywoods120@gmail.com    

o Steve VanAken - scvanaken@sbcglobal.net  

o Heather Boyle - heatherboyle@sbcglobal.net 

o Nancy Warring - newarring@cityofbartlesville.org 

o Karl Franks - ktdfranks@gmail.com   

o Katherine Powell - kmpbmp@cableone.net 

o Monica Martin - Rhett36@juno.com 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Dr. Joe & Betty Hardin, Dec. 9 

mailto:dbdcomm.2@gmail.com
mailto:dmciver@susandickcpa.com
mailto:office@episcopalbartlesville.org
mailto:dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org
http://episcopalbartlesville.org/
mailto:dbdcomm.2@gmail.com
mailto:dmciver@susandickcpa.com
mailto:oklaborn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Nancywoods120@gmail.com
mailto:scvanaken@sbcglobal.net
mailto:heatherboyle@sbcglobal.net
mailto:newarring@cityofbartlesville.org
mailto:ktdfranks@gmail.com
mailto:kmpbmp@cableone.net
mailto:Rhett36@juno.com
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The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

 

December 6, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

210 Southeast Ninth Street 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
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The Second Sunday of Advent                                             
 

Daily Morning Prayer: Rite II 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Organ Prelude 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Officiant 
 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3 
 

Opening Hymn #59 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”   
See page 16 

 

Remain standing 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter       
 

Officiant   Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him. 
 

Venite     
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord;* 
 Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving* 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God,* 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,* 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,* 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,* 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.* 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him. 
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Sit for the reading of the Psalm and Lessons (including Gospel text), 
stand for the reading of the Canticles 
 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

The Lessons 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD's hand 
double for all her sins. 

 

A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 
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the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

The Reader says: Here ends the Lesson. 
 

Please stand 
 

Canticle 12 A Song of Creation 
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord,* 
O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew,* 
all winds and fire and heat. 

Winter and summer, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold,* 
drops of dew and flakes of snow. 

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him forever.  

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days,* 
O shining light and enfolding dark.  

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,* 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Second Lesson – 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but 
all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort 
of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in 
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
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Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive 
to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and 
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

The Reader says: Here ends the Lesson. 
Please stand 
 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb 
 

Splendor and honor and kingly power* 
 are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
 For you created everything that is,* 
 and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain,* 
 for with your blood you have redeemed for God,  
From every family, language, people, and nation,* 
 a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne,* 
 and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor,* 
 for ever and for evermore. 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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The Reader says: Here ends the Lesson. 
 

Homily – Dolores McCreary 
 

Stand 
 

The Apostles' Creed           
 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn Gather #67 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
See page 17 

 

Kneel or sit 
 

The Prayers 

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  
 

Officiant and People  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages A 
 

V.     Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.     And grant us your salvation. 
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V.     Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.     Let your people sing with joy. 
V.     Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.     For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.     Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.     And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.     Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.     Your saving health among all nations. 
V.     Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.     Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.     Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.     And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

Prayers 
 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Grace 
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in 
safety to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Mission 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 
forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 
the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Human Family 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 
Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; 
take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break 
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down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and 
work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 
may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Prayer for First Responders and Caregivers 
 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to 
serve, bless all first responders and caregivers who, following the 
example of Christ, are giving themselves to the care and needs of 
others. Bless them with wisdom, patience, skill and courage so that 
they may minister your love to the suffering, the friendless, and the 
needy. Embrace them with your loving mercy so they know they are 
not alone in the unrelenting challenges they are facing. Bless them 
with times of rest for the renewing of their physical and spiritual 
strength. Comfort them when they are burdened with sorrow. And 
always may your Spirit speak words of encouraging, sustaining love 
to their hearts. We offer our prayer in the name of your blessed son, 
Jesus. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for our new Rector 
 

We pray for our Rector, Father Nick Phares and his family. We give 
you all the glory, thanks and praise for how you so graciously wove 
the threads of our lives together and set us on this new journey for 
St. Luke’s. Help us all to be of one body and mind and to continue 
to keep our eyes on you, Father, in all we do. Amen. 
 

And let us pray for our own needs and those of others especially: 
Milton, Elizabeth, Georgia, Millie, Suzanne, Linda, Terry, Leaona, 
Connie, Tracy, Michelle, Catherine, Sydney, Ed, Cheri, Rhonda, Liz, 
Evan, Joseph, Belinda, Mary, Emily, Madelyn, Maxwell, Bruce, 
Clara, Juanita, Lynetta, Shellie, Ann, Marty, Peggy, Joe, Dale, 
Robin, Cindy and Tom.  
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially Heavenly Father, your 
loving daughters, Thelma Blackburn and Jane Campbell, and your 
loving son, Robert Kingsbury.  
 

All Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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All  May your word be our light, and may we hold fast to your 
promise that whoever believes in you … rivers of living water 
will flow from within them. Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 
give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with 
truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 

Dismissal 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
 

Announcements: Dan Droege 
 

Dismissal Hymn #65 “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 
See page 18 

 

 

 

Usher: Jim Liehr 
Lay leaders: Becky Liehr & Kris Bonner 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
210 East 9th Street 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 
918-336-1212 

www.episcopalbartlesville.org

http://www.episcopalbartlesville.org/
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