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All: 
 

     I hope you enjoyed Senior Sunday. Our high school graduates, Nick Olsen and Ruth Todd were inspirational, 

and I am very thankful for their offerings. If you missed hearing Ruth’s homily and Nick’s guitar meditation, you 

can still view them on the St. Luke’s YouTube page. Follow the links at www.episcopalbartlesville.org. 

     In the next few weeks, our parish leadership will present plans for restoring onsite worship at St. Luke’s, and we 

will announce a tentative date for reopening. In the meantime, please continue to pray for one another, and join us 

online for worship at 10am each Sunday. This week our Sunday services will stream on YouTube Live, and we 

will continue our Zoom offering as well (same worship service—different online platforms). The YouTube app is 

more accessible and easier to access than Zoom, and it is available on a wider range of streaming devices including 

Firestick and Roku. You can access either method of streaming from the St. Luke’s website. If you are having 

trouble connecting or need some technical advice, please call Roseanne in the church office, and she will get 

someone to call you with some helpful advice. 

     Worshipping online has presented a number of challenges, and I want to thank you for your patience. Each 

week we figure out how to do something better while simultaneously having something else go wrong—which gives 

us a new problem to solve the following week. This week there was a nationwide problem with the Zoom app, 

which made it difficult for some people to connect including our main digital recording device in the chapel. 

Thankfully, we were able to adapt and the service went on. Also, there were some sound issues on the YouTube 

live stream and we are trying to figure out what went wrong.   

     A number of churches in the diocese are prerecording their services. Prerecording makes streaming much 

easier. It enables the video to be edited, and it creates a more professional product. I have resisted prerecording 

because I believe worship should be contemporaneous. Worship is not a product to be distributed and watched 

but a living experience of the gathered community of God’s people. Whether we are gathered here in the nave at 

St. Luke’s or gathered around our computers and smartphones on an app, we can experience God’s presence 

among us when we offer our prayers and supplications as a worshipping community of believers. This is not to say 

that God cannot be experienced in recorded music or sermons or worship. God’s work is not bound by human 

constructs. But, for now I am committed to continuing live worship via the various streaming platforms available to 

us. My hope is you will continue to tune in and to have patience when things go wrong. One good thing is you can 

always pour yourself another cup of coffee as you wait for us to work through whatever technical snafu may be 

occurring.   

     As we work towards restoring in-person worship at St. Luke’s, I encourage you to continue in your prayers for 

our parish leaders and for each other. Please join us in worship and continue your encouragement and financial 

support.   
 

Christ’s Peace,         Father Steve 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline is May 29 for Episcopal Church’s 2020-2021 academic year scholarships 
 

The deadline approaches for educational scholarships from The Episcopal Church for the next academic year. A 

scholarship applicant must be an Episcopalian and must have the endorsement of his/her bishop. 

 

The scholarships are derived from annual income of designated trust funds established by generous donors through 

bequests to The Episcopal Church.  The scholarships assist: 
• Students enrolled in theological education and training. 

• Children of missionaries, bishops and clergy. 

• Students of various racial and ethnic minorities, and other groups covering a wide range of eligibility.  

 Lists of trust funds and scholarships and other important information can be found at 

https://episcopalchurch.org/grants/educational-scholarships.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to read the provided 

information about each trust carefully and identify in the application those trust funds that best fit their profile. 

 

The application form is available at https://episcopalchurch.org/grants/educational-scholarships. 

 

Applications are reviewed by a scholarship committee composed of representatives from The Episcopal Church 

Executive Council, the church-at-large, the Treasurer’s Office and various other ministries of The Episcopal Church. 

Contact Ann Hercules via email at ahercules@episcopalchurch.org, associate for Ministries Beyond The Episcopal 

Church and Grants for information. 

 

Please note that should its local diocese fail to pay its assessment in full or to apply for and receive a waiver, the 

diocese and the applicant shall be ineligible to receive grants or loans from the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 

Society unless approved by Executive Council. 

Anneke Borg graduated from the Colorado School of Mines on May 8 with a B.S. degree in Chemical 

and Biological Engineering. She is currently studying for the MCAT and hopes to attend medical 

school in 2021. 
 

https://episcopalchurch.org/grants/educational-scholarships
https://episcopalchurch.org/grants/educational-scholarships


 
 

 

 

   

May Birthdays and Anniversaries through May 20-31 
 

 

May 20, Jim Brooks and Peter Julstrom 

May 22, Linda Maloney 

May 24, Ed Beasley 

May 24, Susie Clark 

May 25, Gretchen Hoyt 

May 27, Sam Perry 

May 28, Heather Boyle, Jim Liehr, Carol Murphy 

May 29, Betty Hardin, Kevin Clem 

May 31, Father Bob Gates 
 

 

Anniversary of Glenn and Kris Bonner, May 22 

Father Steve’s email to the congregation on May 16 is reprinted below for those who do not use email. 
 

All, 
 

I want to give you a quick update on the plans for reopening St. Luke’s. Yesterday Bishop Ed announced the diocesan plans for 

reopening the Episcopal churches in Oklahoma, and he set Sunday, June 14, as the earliest date that churches can meet again for 

in-person worship. If you would like to see his announcement, you can watch it or read about it here: 

https://www.epiok.org/covid-19. 
 

One of the things to note is the parishes are permitted to reopen on June 14th, but parishes are not required to reopen on the 14th. 

The Bishop has given rectors and congregations latitude to reopen at a later date if there are reasons that the local parish cannot 

reopen safely. 
 

Additionally, the Bishop has liaid out a prudent plan for reopening that includes a number of health and safety requirements that 

minimize the possibilities of spreading the COVID=19 virus through corporate worship at our churches. At St. Luke’s, I will 

review the diocesan plan with our parish leadership and we will make a decision together on when to reopen St. Luke’s for onsite 

worship. We will reopen once we are convinced that the spread of the virus has abated here in Washington County, and we can 

implement all elements of the diocesan reopening plan. We will make this decision in consultation with community health 

experts who are using accurate data on viral spread and hospital occupancy. Our top priority is the health and safety of our most 

vulnerable members. 
 

Additionally, St. Luke’s will continue to offer online worship indefinitely. If believe this is an important extension of our 

mission and ministry, and it will allow vulnerable members of our community access to our worshipping community without 

risking their health or safety. 
 

In the next few weeks, parish leadership will present our plan for restoing onsite worship at St. Luke’s, and we will announce our 

date for reopening. In the meantime, please continue to pray for one another, and join us online for worship at 10AM each 

Sunday. This week we will have our first live stream of the Sunday service on YouTube Live. We will continue our Zoom 

offering as well (same service – different online platform). The YouTube app is more accessible and easier to access than Zoom, 

and is available on a wider range of streaming devices including Firestick and Roku devices. You can access either method of 

streaming from the parish wesite at episcopalbartlesville.org.  
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via phone, text or email. 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
 

Father Steve 

fathersdhood@gmail.com 

918-330-6108 

 
This ring has been found at the 

church. Call Roseanne if it is 

yours – 918-336-1212. 

https://www.epiok.org/covid-19
mailto:fathersdhood@gmail.com


 

Online & Mobile Giving Now Available 
 

Online giving application is now available to St. Luke's members through the Tithe.ly mobile application or directly 

online from your home device. You can utilize either method of giving by going to this Tithe.ly web page  

(https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app). Complete instructions for using this convenience are provided on the home 

page of the St. Luke’s website (http://episcopalbartlesville.org) or by picking Online Giving in the right-side menu. 
 

Regardless of whether you can manage all or some of your normal giving, please continue to support our community of 

faith.  And if you’re not comfortable with virtual giving, there’s always the old-fashioned way of mailing a check to the 

church office: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 210 E 9th St, Bartlesville, OK 74003 or dropping a check into our locked 

mail slot to left of the north church doors. 
 

Step-by-Step Instructions for Giving through Tithe.ly 
 

1)     Get started by going to Tithe.ly (yes, there’s a dot between the “e” and the “l”) and download the application.  Click here or go 

to: https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app 

2)     From the above link, you may donate directly from your home computer (vs. your phone/mobile device) by picking the Give 

Online option OR you may donate from your phone or other mobile device by selecting either the Apple or Android (Google Play) 

version. 

3)     Open the application and enter your name and email, and then create a personal password and PIN. 

4)     In the Find a Church window at the top, type in: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church (several St. Luke’s Episcopal Churches will pop 

up, so be sure to pick ours in Bartlesville) 

5)     Select the method of payment at the bottom: credit, debit, or bank account withdrawal. 

6)     Enter the amount of your gift and indicate whether you would like it to be Recurring and at what frequency. 

7)     Pick General Fund as the destination. 

8)    If you want to provide the full amount of your gift to the church, check Cover Fees box and the Tithe.ly service charge will not 

be deducted from your gift to the church. There service charge is 2.75% + 0.30 per credit/debit card transaction, which reflects a 

slight discount through association with The Network for Episcopal Stewardship. 

9)     The application will save your donation information for the next time you give. All you have to do is enter your PIN. Both the 

Give Online and mobile methods of Tithe.ly giving are secure.  If you have questions, they will probably be answered by clicking 

here  (https://get.tithe.ly/faqs). 

 

 

 

 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app
http://episcopalbartlesville.org/
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/St.%20Luke's%20Stewardship%20Campaigns/Stewardship%20Program%20-%202019/Virus%20Communications%20-%20Pledging/Click%20here
https://get.tithe.ly/faqs
https://get.tithe.ly/faqs


                                     
  

St. Luke’s Prayer List 

Please keep the following persons 
in your prayers:  

Elizabeth, Jenny, Georgia, Diana, 
Millie, Bryson, Suzanne, Sydney, 
Ed, Evelyn, Toni, Milton, Joseph, 
Lyndee, Alan, Bill, Karen, Ethan, 

Elaine, Marjean, Helen, Mark, 
Cynthia, Steve, Barbara, Brent, 

Katie, Ruth, Glenn, Marsha, Jerry, 
D.J., Sarah, Mary, Emily, Whitney, 
Lloyd, Melt, Belinda, Wendy, David, 

Tracy, Linda, Terry, Leaona, 
Connie, Tracy, Mark, Diana F., Jim, 

Bid, Ada, Lisa, Helen, Nan, 
Patricia, and all members of our 
armed forces and their families. 
If you have a prayer request, 

contact our Prayer Ministry 
Coordinator Thelma Blackburn 

918-333-7902 or 
TPBGEN@aol.com or the church 

office at 918-336-1212 or 
office@episcopalbartlesville.org. 

 

 

Agape Mission Volunteer Schedule  
 

 

Thursday, May 28: 

9-11am: Jim Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Jeff Birk, Dean Zervas 

Glenda Garrison, Darian Kedy, Jen Peterson,  

1:00 – 2:45pm: Carol Murphy, Radomir Petrovich,  

Becky Olsen 

 

Thursday, June 11: 

9-11am: Jeanne Julstrom, Becky Liehr 

10:45am – 1pm: Kris Bonner, Rita Childers, Becky Liehr, 

 Kathy Zervas, Dolores McCreary 

1:00 – 2:45pm: Peter Julstrom, Miriam Petrovich,  

Wendy Hall 

 

 

Office Info: Roseanne McKee, office manager/assistant to rector, is in 

the office Monday – Thursdays 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. The north doors will be 

locked, but if you need anything, please call the office at 918-336-

1212. 
 

Chapel Schedule: The chapel will be open Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. 

– 1 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 
 

Bereavement Team 1 

Susie Clark, Nancy Woods, Sally 

Lindsey, Georgia Gates, Jeanne 

Julstrom. 

 

 

Habits of Grace: A new video 

meditation will be posted on 

Mondays through May. They can be 

found on YouTube by typing in the 

search bar: Habits of Grace by 

Bishop Curry. 

Daily Devotionals for May-

July are in available the 

chapel. 

St. Luke’s food drive for CONCERN was a great success. 

 Thank you for all of your generous donations! 
 

 

If you are having trouble connecting or need some technical 

advice, please call Roseanne in the church office, at 918-

336-1212, and she will get someone to call you with some 

helpful advice. 
 

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=dd97958c42&e=06e82155c3
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=dd97958c42&e=06e82155c3
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=dd97958c42&e=06e82155c3
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Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church contacts: 
The Rev. Stephen Hood, Rector 
fathersdhood@gmail.com  918-330-6108 
The Rev. Douglas Freebern, Deacon, retired 
dfreebern@gmail.com  918-914-0525 
In an Emergency, contact any of the clergy listed 
above.  
Roseanne McKee, Office Manager/Asst. to 
Rector (office@episcopalbartlesville.org)  
Dolores McCreary, Organist/Choir Director 
(dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org)  
Dan Droege, Sr. Warden 
(dbdcomm.2@gmail.com) 
Doug McIver, Jr. Warden 
(dmciver@susandickcpa.com) 
Office Phone:  918-336-1212 

 

• Be aware -- Father Steve will not request gift cards or other monetary support 

through email. All financial requests/special appeals at St. Luke’s go through 

normal channels and any special requests will be made by phone or in person.  

 

• FYI: Bishop Ed has inhibited the distribution of communion by the clergy to any 

parishioner (title IV violation). Additionally, Bishop Ed has prohibited public in-

person gatherings of any kind including gathering in parking lots or other open 

spaces.  

 

• St. Luke’s is now on Instagram! Follow St. Luke’s at episcopalbartlesville. 
 

thoughts... Other 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

210 East 9th St. 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Connecting with St. Luke’s 
 

The parish staff and volunteers are working hard to keep the parish connected. Here are the resources available 

to you to stay connected: 
 

• Parish phone tree—a phone tree has been set up to keep our members connected. If you have a need or 
concern, please let your phone tree captain know. If you aren’t receiving calls from the phone tree, please let 

Jeff Birk know @ jpbirk54@gmail.com 

• Follow St. Luke’s on Instagram. You can find us @ episcopalbartlesville. Also, like our content so it will appear 

in your Instagram feed. Typically, the content on Instagram is also posted on Facebook, although not all of the 

photographs posted on Instagram will appear on Facebook. 

• Follow St. Luke’s on FaceBook. Search for St. Luke’s Bartlesville on Facebook and like our Page. Also, once 

you start seeing our content in your FaceBook feed, please like it and share it. This helps others to see it, but 

it also keeps St. Luke’s content coming into your feed. If you don’t “like” our content, you won’t see it.  

Facebook is about engagement, and you will see the things you engage. 

• Friend Father Steve on FaceBook. He will friend you back and you can follow him and see his shenanigans.  

• Subscribe to the St. Luke’s YouTube channel HERE. (If the HERE link does not work, go to      

https://bit.ly/2QIgY7c in your computer’s browser.) Subscribing helps us gain followers which allows the 

content to be seen by a wider audience. The content includes recordings of our Zoom worship services. You 

can also access this content on your television with streaming devices (like FireTV) that have the YouTube app 

included.  
 

Summarized message from St. Crispin’s staff about summer camp 
 

     After much prayer, reflection, and research we have decided to cancel Summer Camp 

for the 2020 season. This decision was made with heavy hearts but made out of love and is 

rooted in the call from our Baptismal Covenant to seek and serve Christ in all persons. We 

care deeply for our campers, our staff, our families, and for the future of St. Crispin’s 

Summer Camp and we cannot adequately guarantee that operating camp this summer can 

be done safely, even with strict social distancing and cleaning procedures in place.  

     This decision was incredibly difficult and arrived at by following information made 

available by the CDC, the American Camp Association (ACA), the Episcopal Camps and 

Conference Centers Association (ECCC), and medical professionals. We also listened to the 

concerns of parents and clergy who reached out throughout our discernment process. 

Collaboratively, Bishop Ed, and staff from both St. Crispin’s and the Diocesan Office, 

decided that we were not willing to jeopardize the safety of our campers, or the summer 

camp program. 

     We know how much you look forward to summer camp every year, and we know this 

leaves a void. Like you we will miss the laughter, singing, and the Christian Community 

that we all share, but we believe that making a decision now is in the best interest of all. … 

     If your family was registered for Summer 2020, you’ll be receiving an email from us no 

later than May 20th with information regarding refunds, scholarships, and donations. 
 

In Faith, The Right Rev. Edward J. Konieczny, Bishop of Oklahoma; Joanne Kovac-

Roberts and Mike Roberts, Executive Directors, St. Crispin’s Conference Center + Camp; 

Beth Gaertner Program Director St. Crispin’s Conference Center + Camp; Kate Carney 

Huston, Director of Youth and Young Adults, The Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:fathersdhood@gmail.com
mailto:dfreebern@gmail.com
mailto:office@episcopalbartlesville.org
mailto:dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org
mailto:dbdcomm.2@gmail.com
mailto:dmciver@susandickcpa.com
mailto:jpbirk54@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/2QIgY7c
https://bit.ly/2QIgY7c


  

• Check out the St. Luke’s website for updates on a regular basis. The website is found here: 

www.episcopalbartlesville.org. We are working hard to update it frequently, so the content is current.   

• Receive The Steeple and other updates via Mailchimp. Please send Roseanne your current email @ 

office@episcopalbartlesville.org, and you can receive updates and the newsletter. The Steeple is usually 

published on Wednesday or Thursday and is often followed up with a weekend highlights on Fridays (not 

every Friday). We will also continue to mail a hardcopy of The Steeple to those who prefer to receive things 
via USPS. 

 

Worship: 

 

Worship services are live on the Zoom app on Sundays at 10 am.  

The weekly bulletins can be found at www.episcopalbartlesville.org. 
 

Please note that there are three ways to participate in Worship: 

 

1) Listen to the service by telephone. (This can be a home phone, or a flip phone, smartphone, etc.)  

— To do this: 
— Dial 1-346-248-7799 

— When asked to enter the Zoom Meeting ID, enter 9365095026# 

— When asked to enter a Participant ID, just enter the # sign 

—  When asked to enter the Meeting Password, enter 251445# 

— That’s it. You should now be in the meeting, by phone. 

2) Use Zoom on a computer or smartphone. 
— Click HERE to go to the Zoom website. (If the HERE link does not work,  

 go to https://zoom.us/j/9365095026 in your computer’s browser.) 

— When asked to enter the Meeting Password, enter 251445 

— Please mute your device during the worship service. 

3) Service will be uploaded to the St. Luke’s YouTube channel on Sunday afternoons. Audio recording of the 

sermon will be found on St. Luke’s website.  

 

Season 3 of The Episcopal Church’s podcast The Way of Love with Bishop Michael Curry 

 

     These weekly conversations, featuring Bishop Curry, podcast host Sandy Milien, and a variety of guests, center on 

ways to live a life committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial and redemptive love. 

     Season 3 changes include longer conversations between Bishop Curry and his guests: faith leaders, authors, and 

thinkers who are committed to following the Way of Jesus in the world today. Framed by the Way of Love – those seven 

practices of turning, learning, praying, worshipping, blessing, going, and resting – listeners will hear stories and lessons 

about how they can grow closer to God in daily life. 

      In the May 18th episode, sponsored by Church Pension Group, Bishop Curry talked to Teddy Reeves, the assistant 

curator of religion at the Smithsonian National Museum of African-American History and Culture (NMAAHC) in 

Washington, D.C. Reeves’ extensive work with “gOD-talk: a black millennials and faith conversation series” gives him 

particular insight into concerning and hopeful trends for the future of Christianity in the United States.  Blessing on the 

Way of Love – that is, sharing faith and unselfishly giving and serving – often involves uncomfortable – and life-giving – 

conversation and action. The two discuss the importance of sharing stories, joys, and concerns with each other, noting that 

earnestly listening to each other is the best way to move congregations and individuals forward. Upcoming episodes will 

feature the following guest speakers: 

 

• May 25 - Episode 4: Jeff Chu, writer, reporter, editor, teacher and community leader. 

This episode of The Way of Love Podcast is sponsored by Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, 

offering a Doctor of Ministry that is ninety percent online. 

• June 1 Episode 5: Shane Claiborne, speaker, activist, and best-selling author. 

 

The Way of Love with Bishop Michael Curry, is available on most podcast apps and at episcopalchurch.org. Visit 

the Way of Love podcast webpage to subscribe to the podcast through Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts or 

Spotify and to sign up for notifications of new seasons and episodes as well as additional featured content. 

 

http://www.episcopalbartlesville.org/
mailto:office@episcopalbartlesville.org
https://zoom.us/j/9365095026
https://zoom.us/j/9365095026
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https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=405cca25ee&e=06e82155c3
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=01442df110&e=06e82155c3
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