& Dexotional for ¥7; Lee

Following is the opening devotional at the St. Luke’s Vestry meeting of
January 16, 2017. This was the final Vestry meeting led by Fr. Lee
Stephens, who will retire as Rector at the end of this month.

Today we celebrated the life of Martin Luther King, Jr., whose legacy reminds us
over and over again that we are all children of God. And like Jesus himself, he
showed us how to reach out in kindness and empathy to all those who are
struggling just beyond the fringes of our own comfortable lives.

Today we so realize with a tinge of sadness that this will be the last Vestry meeting
led by our Rector of twenty remarkable years, Fr. Lee Stephens. Like Rev. King, Fr.
Lee also demonstrated to us daily how to reach out in love...how to be prisms of
Christ that radiate beams of hope and help to each other and to our community
and the world around us.

We know we can do it, but it will be hard to face the future without Fr. Lee...
without Fr. Lee at our side, or a phone call or a few keystrokes away. We are a
strong church with solid leadership to confidently face the future.

And most important of all, we know in our deep within our hearts what Jesus told
us in that simple, beautiful phrase at the end of the book of Matthew: “Remember,
| am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The core of this devotional tonight is a prose-poem written 90 years ago by Max
Ehrmann, not a well-known poet. But most of us have heard this poem, maybe
have a copy of it tucked away someplace.

It is offered to all of you as a guide to refreshing your soul and — if needed —
rebuilding your strength for whatever lies ahead. It is especially offered to Fr. Lee
as a collective good wish from this Vestry for a long, joyful and fulfilling “semi”
retirement.

The poem is “Desiderata” — which is Latin for “things desired.” It encapsulates
what we desire for all people, but this evening in particular, for our beloved Fr. Lee.



Degsiderata

sllence. A far ac possible, without swmender, be on good terms with all persons.

Speak your trath quictly and clearly: and listen to otherns, even to the dull and the
Couonant; they Too have Thetr dtory.

Avoid loud and aggressive pensons; they are vexatious to the spinit. 9§ you compare
and lesser persons than younsely.

Enjoy your achicvements as well as youn flans. Reep interested in your own career,
towever humble: ¢t co a real posdession in the changing fortanes of Lime.

Erencise caution in your business affacne, for the wonld io full of trickeny. But let thie
cocngene e sl of beroiom.

Be younvelf. Especially, deo wot feigu affection. Meither be cynical about love: for in the
face of all anidity and disenchantment it ¢ as perennial as the grass.

Nantarne strength of opinct to shield you in sudden misjontune. But do wot distrese

Beyoud a wholesome discipline, be gentle with younself. You are a child of the uncuense
wo less than the trees and the stans; you have a rwight to be here.

HAnd whether o uot it éo clear to you, o doult the univense ¢ unfolding as it should,
Thernefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Fim to be.
your soul, Weith all cte sham, drnudgerny and brolen dneams, it co ol a beautiful
wonld. Be cheerful. Strive to be hapty.

Desiderata was created by American writer Max Ehrmann (1872-1945) wrote the prose poem "Desiderata"
in 1927.In 1956, the Reverend Frederick Kates, rector of Saint Paul's Episcopal Church in Baltimore, Maryland,
included Desiderata in a compilation of devotional materials for his congregation. The compilation included the
church's foundation date: "Old Saint Paul's Church, Baltimore AD 1692". Consequently, the date of the text's au-
thorship was (and still is) widely mistaken as 1692, the year of the church's foundation.



