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UNITED THANK OFFERING
Ingathering is Sunday, May 2

Since its beginning in 1889, the United Thank Offering has
been looking for new ways to be a vibrant ministry
throughout the Episcopal Church. UTO’s mission is to
expand the circle of thankful people. To achieve this
mission, daily prayers, offerings and awareness of the
abundance of God’s blessings are encouraged. The
vision of UTO is to significantly impact the lives of
women and children through Christ’s love. UTO

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... giving boxes and envelopes are available in the church office or narthex.
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Important Dates

Z To Remember

ECW Semi-Annual Rummage Sale,
Thursday & Friday, May 6 & 7 (see
article this pg.)

Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop,
Tuesday, April 27, Wash. Co. Health
Dept., 6-8:30pm (see pg. 3)

UTO Ingathering, Sun., May 2 (see
article this pg.)

Sunday, May 16 2010 Senior
Recognition Sunday

Please drop a coin in your box or envelope as you give thanks daily for life’s
blessings. Monies collected are combined with other Episcopal parish’s
offerings and are awarded for use as grants to meet compelling human needs
worldwide. Examples of 2009 grants are: St. Paul’s Episcopal School,
Greenville, Texas - $7,210.53 to support the installation of an electronic
security system that ensures children’s safety, and St. Columba Mission,
White Earth, Minnesota, $30,000 to support roof and commercial gutter
repair, as well as to purchase a hand rail for handicap accessibility.
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RUMMAGE SALE

Thursday, May 6 & Friday, May 7, Rodgers Hall
The Episcopal Church Women’s Semi-Annual Rummage Sale is
scheduled for Thursday & Friday, May 6 & 7 in Rodgers Hall. You
may bring your tax-deductible donations of clothing, household
goods, books, furniture and appliances (in good repair) to the church
anytime M-F, 8am-4pm. Help will also be needed with set-up, sales,

and cleanup. Please contact Sharon Schilling, 337-2107 or

RCSchil@aol.com.




‘ PR.OM 'IH [} Bartlesville’s Building Bridges

‘3 /' “kickoff” is this Thursday, 6:30-

L RH:IOR 8:30pm, April 22™ — which some
7| people may have missed by the time

you get this issue of the newsletter. You may have read something in the
newspaper about it. In truth it began last September with the first workshop on
Building Bridges Out of Poverty and the beginning of the first two Getting
Ahead classes. And all of this has been in the making for years through a
variety of efforts including the Poverty Alleviation Coalition. So, what we are
really celebrating is the growing momentum in assisting people in generational
poverty move toward self-sufficiency in Bartlesville. A growing number of
people are seeing the results and benefits of Building Bridges and that is
exciting.

Measurable results of this work across the country are starting to come in
where both Getting Ahead and Circles programs are being utilized. Getting
Ahead is a twenty-week program for teaching people in poverty how to move
toward self-sufficiency. Circles provide a context for people to put what they
have learned into daily life over an extended time of eighteen months. The
Circle Leaders are supported and encouraged by Allies (friends, mentors,
coaches) and other people in the community who help them fulfill their “future
plan.”

For example, thirty-three families in one community who completed Getting
Ahead and have been Circle Leaders for six months have documented these
results:

1.  54% of the Circle Leaders indicated they had obtained a better paying
job.

There was an average increase of 88% in earned income.

30% decrease in use of welfare benefits.

56% increase in assets.

125% increase in “people in my life I can count on.”

grwN

The pilot project in Bartlesville’s Building Bridges is showing the similar
promising benefits in two Getting Ahead classes though the final results have
not been completed. We know there was an average increase in income of
$548 per month in one class. Payday loans were paid off and credit card debt
significantly reduced. Savings were established and growing. There was an
increase in job retention. Most importantly, participants (Investigators)
reported having a “new mindset” in doing life in better ways.

I have been involved and will continue to be for two primary reasons. First, |
have long wanted to go beyond helping the poor (compassionate maintenance)
to assisting people in poverty move to self-sufficiency. I believe Building
Bridges works through “informed compassion” and is limited only by our level
of willingness to be personally involved. Second, my desire to follow Jesus
Christ takes me where | believe his ministry would be and is focused today.
My personal spirituality rings true only when this endeavor is part of how |
invest my life and ministry.

I laugh when I hear Scott Miller of Move the Mountain and Circles talk about
eliminating poverty in the United States in our lifetime. | am not a believer.
But what if we were only twenty-five percent successful — that would be huge!
If you want to know about all of this, whether you want to be involved or not,
come to the Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop on Tuesday, April 27", 6:00-
8:30, at the Washington County Health Department. Write or call me
(leestephens@episcopalbartlesville.org, 336-1212) to sign up or to ask
questions. This is worthy and it works!

Blessings,
Fr. Lee ,

Calendar of Events

Sunday, April 25, 2010

8:00am Rite |

9:15am Church School
10:30am Rite Il

6:00pm Easter Study Group
Monday, April 26, 2010

8:45am Morning Prayer

9:15am Church Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Holy Eucharist
Tuesday, April 27, 2010
10:00am Spiritual Disciplines Group,

library

4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217
Wednesday, April 28, 2010

6-8pm Young Disciples, RH

6:30pm EFM, Rm. 203

7:00pm Choir

7:00pm Spiritual Direction Group
Thursday, April 29, 2010

6:45am Men'’s Fellowship
12:00pm Holy Eucharist

4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217
Friday, April 30, 2010
Saturday, May 1, 2010
Sunday, May 2, 2010 UTO Ingathering

8:00am Rite |

9:15am Church School
10:30am Rite Il
Monday, May 3, 2010

8:45am Morning Prayer

9:15am Church Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Holy Eucharist

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

We are looking
for volunteers for
the nursery for the
summer months.
Our current

' ‘ volunteers need a
break! Can YOU be the one we
are looking for? Please call Mthr.
Andrea at 213-4047 or e-mail
bnaokies@cableone.net.

+ 4+ 4+

DISCIPLESHIP FORUM
“Living the Questions —
Practicing Resurrection”
(The DVD’s have been found!!)
Sunday, April 25, 9:15am
Metcalf Hall

The Discipleship forum will
continue with the provocative series
“Living the Questions”, this coming
Sunday, April 25. The subject,
“Practicing Resurrection”, promises
to be an interesting presentation and
discussion for the Easter Season.




ST. LUKE’S
PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following
persons in your prayers...
(Names on the Prayer List will be

rotated off every 4 weeks. If there is a
need for continued prayers,
please let us know.)

Howard, Paula, Michelle, Carmen,
Jesse, Barbara, Miriam, Butch, Ronnie,
Will, David, Linda, Buddy, Laurel,
Roberta, Moon, Dayna, Michael, Scott,
Bronson, Jarred, Cathy, Joe, Gall,
Elizabeth, Jack, Mark, Maggie May,
Betty, Don, Jan, Joseph, Brandon,

Cheryl, Jeremy, Greg, Terri, Natalie
If you have a prayer request,
please call or e-mail our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:
Thelma Blackburn (333-7902,
TPBGEN@aol.com) or
Richard Chamberlain (333-5591,
Deaconrc@shcglobal.net)

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY

March 2010 March Year to Date

YTD YTD |Variance | YTD YTD |Variance
Actual | Budget | (unfav.) | Actual | Budget | (unfav.)

Income
Pledge Payments 32,399 | 28,808 3,591 | 89,614| 86,425 3,189
Non-Pledge Payments 1,215 1,942 (727) 5,952 5,825 127
Other Income 2,191 2,242 (50) | 10,068 | 11,425| (1,358)
Total Income 35,805| 32,992 2,814 | 105,633 | 103,675 1,958
Expenses 37,490| 38,851 1,360 | 98,194 | 102,534 4,340
NET INCOME/LOSS (1,685) | (5,859) 4,174 7,439 1,141 6,298

BRIDGES OUT OF

POVERTY WORKSHOP
Washington County Health
Department
Tuesday, April 27, 6-8:30 pm

Building Bridges is the
Bartlesville community
movement to assist people
trapped in generational poverty
move to self-sufficiency and a
better way of life. The Bridges
Out of Poverty Workshop
provides the training for not only
a better understanding of poverty
but also way to make a difference
through personal investment. Fr.
Lee and Gina Elias will be
leading the workshop. To reserve
a place call Marice at the United
Way, 336-1044.

ST. LUKE’S
BOOKSTORE

FUNDRAISER COFFEE
During the month of April,
Topeca Coffee will donate $1 for
2 every bag of coffee sold
to help with the
W medication fund for
J Sister Ephrance in
Uganda. St. Luke’s
Bookstore has 17 coffee bags left.
These make a great hostess gifts,
a little thank you gift or a
Mother's Day gift! Each 120z.
bag is $10. Thank you for your
support!

CONCERN Center News

CONCERN, a local food pantry, is looking for volunteers to work in the
Intake office. Duties include meeting with clients to determine eligibility and
filling our food order forms with the clients. We have openings on
Wednesdays and we also need substitutes. For more information, please call
Susan or Barbara at 336-4693.

Food Pantry Needs Families and individuals are eligible for food pantry
assistance up to four times a year. CONCERN tries to supply one week’s
worth of food from the following list, but depending on the pantry food level,
sometimes they have to limit the food quantities given out to only 3-5 days
worth of groceries. Please leave your donations in the blue tub by Metcalf Hall
or perishable items may be taken to the CONCERN Center, 333 SW Penn.

Canned goods: green beans, corn, pinto beans, soup, spaghetti sauce, tomatoes
fruit, stew/chili, ravioli/spaghettio’s, peanut butter, jelly, juice. -
Meats: ground turkey, hot dogs

Dairy: butter, eggs

Dry Goods: boxed mac/cheese, breakfast cereal, hot cereal,
dry milk, instant potatoes, flour, sugar, rice, saltines, Jell-O or
pudding, coffee, tea

Pastas: ramen noodles, elbow macaroni

Toiletries: bar soap, toothpaste, shampoo, toilet paper, diapers, Pull-Ups,
diaper wipes, & baby formula.

EXTRA CHURCH DIRECTORY PICTURES
If you had your picture taken for the Church
m . O Pictorial Directory last fall, you will notice that your
ﬁﬁ( 2] \ new photo is now in the display case in the main_
// hallway of the church. As part of our contract with
Olan Mills, we received these extra photos for our
hallway display. For some reason, they sent us many extra prints! If you
would like several extra free prints of your church portrait, they are
available in the church office Monday-Friday, 8:30am-4pm.
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 4/25/10 through 5/2/10

Acolytes
Sunday, April 25, 2010
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Nicole Simmons
A. J. Clem
Crucifer
A. J. Clem
Sunday, May 2, 2010
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Nicole Simmons
Lauren Heald
Crucifer
Lauren Heald
Torchbearers
Spencer Heald
Hayden Harlow

Layreaders
Sunday, April 25, 2010
8:00am
S. Williams, M. Watkins
10:30am
Buhlinger, Wesneski
Grillot, P. Williams
Sunday, May 2, 2010
8:00am
Kedy, P. Williams
10:30am
Grillot, Green
Buhlinger, S. Williams

Scripture Lessons for
Sunday, 4/25/10
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23;
Revelation 7:9-17;
John 10:22-30
Music for Sunday, 4/25/10

#174-A At the Lam
Feast We Singo
#708-fiSavi or , Li
Shepherd Lead

#343-AShepherd o
Refresh and BI g
#664 — "My Shepherd Will

Supply My Needo
#205-fAGood Chri s
Rejoice and Si

St . Lukeds B

The Bookstore is open
Sundays between the two

services and after the
10:30 service. All proceeds
from sales goto St . Lu

D O
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b6s Hutgeach Projects.
*To volunteer, you may call
kel a Melinda Wesneski,
Us d 333-7?58 or
. S OB%:r Iarg I\’/Iartln, 336-8445.
FSPpO Greeters
Sunday, April 25, 2010
. 8:00a
ti|ans gidahfield
9P  Additional volunteer

Plate Counters
Sunday, April 25, 2010
Grillot, Malone
Sunday, May 2, 2010
Debbie & Dennis
Mueggenborg
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions.

needed, call Truly
Johnson, 333-3708
10:30am
Maureen & Steve
Forsythe
Frank Rukovena
Sunday, May 2, 2010
8:00am
Don Davidson

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please have any information
that you would like printed in

The Steeple to the church
office no later than Tuesdays

10:30am
Glenn & Thelma

Blackburn

Jo Qertle

Church Nursery
Volunteers

12 noon. Thank you!

April 25 — Cordy Liggett
May 2 — Zella Simmons
May 9 — Barbara Todd
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions. To Volunteer,
or to be a sub, you may call
Tammy Baughman, 336-0126.

st or e Ushers
Sunday, April 25, 2010
8:00 a.m.
Babcock, Zervas
10:30am
Grillot, McCreary
Sunday, May 2, 2010
8:00am
Zervas, Gardner
10:30am

bs

Malone, Simmons

210

Childrends C
April 25 — Zella & Tim Simmons
May 2 — Ellen Heald
May 9 — Amy Borg

hape

ECW Bereavement
Committee
April 2010
K. Bonner, M. Harrison, G. Hoyt

May 2010

Nancy Winters, Sarah Winn
June 2010

Audry Foote, Nancy Megee

Agape Mission
4th Thursday (4/22/10)
9am-1lam
Fr. Lee Stephens, Jim Liehr
10:45am-1pm
Pam & Fred Pierce, Wendy
Hall, Molly Ferguson
1:00-2:45pm
Ellen Heald, Elsie Wodnik




