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THE ALLELUIA FUND

Diocesan-Wide Initiative to Build Christ’s Church
Our offerings will be presented on Ascension Sunday, May 24

The “Alleluia Fund” supports a vision and an opportunity to grow our
Episcopal Church in Oklahoma beyond the scope of individual congregations.
Gifts to the “Alleluia Fund” will enable our Diocese to create
new mission and strengthen existing ministries in a way that
exceeds our allocated resources. It strengthens us to higher
levels of commitment to The Great Commission: “Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Mt. 28:19-20.

The focus of the Alleluia Fund is on our relationship with Christ and discerning
how we use God’s abundance. We learn to be open, hear, and respond boldly
to God’s call to mission to: Plant new churches, to strengthen existing
congregations, to bring the good news of Christ to all persons; to enhance
spiritual formation for every baptized person, and to respond to the hungry,
homeless, displaced and disenfranchised.

The people of our Diocese are blessed with an abundance that exceeds any in
the history of the world. We are called to share that abundance for the welfare
of those we serve through our ministries. Together we can do great things.
Alleluia! Give Thanks and Praise! Offerings will be presented on Ascension
Sunday, May 24. Giving envelopes will be available at that time.

THANK YOU, YOUNG DISCIPLES!!

from the Grounds Committee
Like a swarm of very busy buzzing bees, the Young Disciples and their ever-
faithful sponsors weeded 4 very large flower beds, spread 42 bags of
mulch and planted 4 flats of Easter geraniums, all in under 2
hours last Wednesday evening.

For the second consecutive year, this team of young people fo =
and adults have lent their backs to the grounds of St. Luke’s —
with energy and enthusiasm. What would have taken the courtyard and
grounds committee a weekend to do, they have accomplished wonders in one
short evening. | am so thankful to you for your willingness to beautify the
grounds of our beloved St. Luke’s!  Kathy Zervas, Courtyard and Grounds Chairman
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mo already know, Dick Kane died this week
4 on Monday, April 20 and his service is
Thursday. Dick lived “large,” but in a humble and giving way. He was known
and respected by more people than we will ever know — nor did he. The ripples
from his way of life and faith continuously flowed from him and will continue
in those who were blessed to know him.

Just before he learned about his cancer and the short time he had to live, Dick
signed up for the team going to Mexico to build a house for a poor family. |
reminded him of the heat and the physical labor involved. He thought he could
handle it and was looking forward to going. That is descriptive of Dick’s life
and faith — loving God in every way and loving neighbors as self — even when
you don’t know their names.

Y )12 " )-/2 3 I continue to be amazed at how God is
using the book The Shack to touch, inform and transform people’s lives. What a
gift! Please note the article in this issue of The Steeple regarding our continued
exploration of the themes and topics of The Shack. Even if you are late in
joining the discussion, don’t hesitate in becoming a part of the experience.

This continuation of the “Lenten Study” comes in response to the people who
shared in the experience. | have never been involved with a study that has
drawn so much interest and participation — and now a desire to continue. | am
now being asked by other churches to share our study guide with them —and |
will just as soon as | can commit it to writing.

%% % 1) Most of you are aware that Mthr. Mary Lou
Mannschreck will end her time with us at the end of June. What a gift she has
been to our parish! We have been blessed to have her with us for two years.
She will soon head off to Virginia to continue her ministry there which is near
her family.

Meanwhile, Mthr. Andrea Jones, who was a Curate with us six years ago, is
becoming semi-retired and moving back to Bartlesville. | have been talking
with her about this new development in her life and talking with our Senior and
Junior Wardens about what this might mean for our parish. Last week the
Vestry approved a one-third time position as Assistant to the Rector which
would allow me to invite Andrea to work with us.

Financially, this is made possible by using the Parish House (where Mary Lou
has been living) or the proceeds from renting the house as part of the salary
package. The parish would also provide utilities, pension and Social Security
Taxes. This means a budget increase of about $4,000. While some of the
details have to worked out, Andrea will help us maintain our level of ministry
within the parish and to the community. As was previously planned, Andrea is
serving on the team going to Mexico. Then she will be here in July while | am
on sabbatical.

Blessings,

Fr. Lee+
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Sunday, April 26, 2009

8:00am Rite |

9:15am Church School
10:30am Rite Il

5:00pm The Shack Study, MH
Monday, April 27, 2009

8:45am Morning Prayer

9:15am Church Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Holy Eucharist

6:30pm EFM, Rm. 203
Tuesday, April 28, 2009

8:45am Morning Prayer
10:30am Property Mgmt. Committee Mtg.

4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217

7:00pm St. Ignatius Study
Wednesday, April 29, 2009

8:45am Morning Prayer

6-8pm Young Disciples, RH

7:00pm Choir
Thursday, April 30, 2009

6:45am Men'’s Fellowship

8:45am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist

4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217

Friday, May 1, 2009
Saturday, May 2, 2009
Sunday, May 3, 2009 UTO Ingathering

8:00am Rite |

9:15am Church School
10:30am Rite Il

5:00pm The Shack Study, MH
Monday, May 4, 2009

8:45am Morning Prayer

9:15am Church Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Holy Eucharist

6:30pm EFM

CONCERN CHILD LEARNING CENTER’S YARD SALE
The CONCERN Child Learning Center will be having a Yard Sale

May 9 from 7:30am to 2:30 pm at the Concern Child Learning Center
parking lot located at 1225 SW 5" in Bartlesville. If you have items you
would like to donate, you can drop them off at the above address. If you
need items picked up, please contact Heather Haynes, Director, 336-
8543. Please tell your family and friends about this opportunity. This is a
great opportunity to find some wonderful bargains and help a great
organization.

ATTENTION PARENTS!
Is your son or daughter a member of the
2009 graduating class? If so, you are
asked to notify the church office

(stlukes@episcopalbartlesville.org or 336-

1212). On Sunday, May
17, our graduating a£
seniors will be . 2
recognized at both i
services, with a '

reception in their honor following the
10:30 service in Metcalf Hall.

With Sympathy
" ) %- L] *
the family and friends of Richard
“Dick” Kane, who died on Monday,
April 20 in Bartlesville. Funeral

services for Mr. Kane are at St. Luke’s

at 3pm on Thursday, April 23.
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(Names on the Prayer List will be rotated off
every 4 weeks. If there is a need for continued
prayers, please let us know.)

Don, Betty, Nancy, Margaret, Lou Ann, Kelly,
Nathan, Evelyn, Casey, Helen, Jolene, Dick,
Jack, Bruce, Joyce, Erin, Jason, Eve, Lynna,
Mark, George, Penny, Barry, Greg, Tony,
Millie, Lynda, Edress, Martin, Jennifer, Doug,
Cathy, Jan, Robin, Jeremy, Lena, Byron,
Tammy, Lane, Ben

If you have a prayer request, please call or e-mail
our Prayer Ministry Coordinators: Thelma Blackburn
(333-7902, TPBGEN@aol.com) or Richard
Chamberfain (333-5591, Deaconrc@sbcglobal.net)

10:00AM TUESDAY
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE GROUP
SCHEDULE
On Tuesday, 9 we will meet

in Church Library. We will begin our
studyof :6 4 3 %+ 0 *;.
Read the first author’s poems, and
choose your favorite(s). Books are
available in our Bookstore for $16 plus
tax. You are invited to join the Spiritual
Disciplines AM Group at anytime. Each
session will be free-standing as we look
at this collection of poems from 12
sacred voices. Six from the East and six
from the West: Rumi, St. Francis of
Assisi, Hafiz, Kabir, St. Teresa of Avila,
Tukaram, St. Catherine of Siena, Mira,
St. Thomas Aquinas, Rabia, Meister
Eckhart, and St. John of the Cross. The
sessions conclude at 11:30am with Mthr.
Mary Lou Mannschreck as the facilitator.
If you have any questions, please e-mail
marylou@episcopalbartlesville.org or
call 336-1212.
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Pledge Payments 35,305 | 30,000 | 5,305 | 88,364 90,000 | (1,636)
Non-Pledge Payments 2,224 | 3,750 | (1,526) 6,172 11,250 | (5,078)
Other Income 2,268 1,367 902 12,760 12,226 534
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EPISCOPAL CHUCH WOMEN’S
SEMI-ANNUAL
RUMMAGE SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 9am-5pm

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 9AM-3PM

RODGERS HALL

We are asking for donations (tax
deductible) of clothing (clean and in
good repair), household furnishings,
furniture, appliances (in working order),
shoes, books, etc. to the church M-F,
8am-4pm. All proceeds from the sale
go to ECW OQutreach projects. We also
are in need of volunteers to help with set
up, sales, and clean up. Please contact
Kate Carroll, 336-5445, Sharon
Schilling, 337-2107, or the church
office, 336-1212.

THE SHACK: Your Shack - Your Path
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In response to those who shared in the Lenten Study using The Shack by
Paul Young, we are extending the study/experience five more weeks. As expressed
by one person, “The Shack raises the very questions about my life and faith that |
have had for years!” Another person said, “The Shack has given me new ways to

examine and talk about what I believe about God and about God in my life.”

To give direction for each session, themes and subjects have been assigned
for each week. Participants are encouraged to reread portions of The Shack in
preparation for the discussion. We will also explore what the Scriptures say about
our “shack and personal path.” Personal experiences will be used to enlighten and
validate the process.

If you were not a part of the Lenten Study, you may still attend. Indeed, you
are encouraged to participate. Get a copy of The Shack and read it — then read it
again allowing story to open your life at deeper levels.

Two sessions will be offered each Sunday: 9:15 as the Discipleship Forum
and in the evening at 5:00. Everyone is welcome within and beyond St. Luke’s —
invite a friend. The topics for each week are:
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UNITED THANK OFFERING INGATHERING

Living Loved — Living Expectantly While Being Transformed
Forgiving, Reconciling and Restoring Relationships

God’s Plan - Your P

lan: A Partnership

Expanding Our Theology: Trinity, Universalism,

Bible and Church

Your Shack: Grace and New Life

Sunday, May 3
The next Ingathering for the United Thank Offering at St. Luke’s is

* * # " <5 You are encouraged to give thanks for your many

OI blessings in your daily prayers and your offerings in order to

increase your awareness of the abundance of God’s blessings in

\}“ﬁ

g your everyday lives. As you give thanks daily, set aside a few

“ rhdmg«-f"r@ coins. On Ingathering Sunday, bring your offerings to church
which will then be combined with those of other Episcopal parishes

nationwide. These offerings are then given in the form of grants throughout the
world for mission and in response to compelling human needs. UTO Blue Boxes
and envelopes are in the narthex and church office.

CONCERN FOOD PANTRY is no longer accepting empty

egg cartons and is no longer in need of plastic bags. HOWEVER, non-
perishable food and personal hygiene items are ALWAYS needed.
Leave donated items in the box by Metcalf Hall.
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 4/26/09 through 5/3/09

Ushers
Sunday, April 26, 2009
8:00 a.m.
Zervas, Babcock
10:30am
McCreary, Grillot
Sunday, May 3, 2009
8:00am
Zervas, Gardner
10:30am
Malone, Simmons

Children’s Chapel
April 26 — Zella & Tim Simmons
May 3 — Ellen Heald
May 10 — Volunteer needed

Acolytes Layreaders St. Luke’s Bookstore
Sunda%(éggr: ;6, 2009 Sundayb%%g::& 2009 The Bookstore is open on
Servers P. Williams, Beeman Sunda%/s between the two
Lauren Bradshaw 10:30am services and after the
Crucifer Wesneski, Kedy 10:30 service.
s dKati;ITo%d 2009 s L. Xvatkli\;l]s‘ 2“92%':]9 *To volunteer, please call
unday, May 95, unday, May J, ; _
10:30 a.m. 8-:00am Cindy Brumley, 914-2144.
Servers Doty, L. Watkins
Nicole Simmons 10:30am Plate Counters
Deanna Boone Stephens, Beeman Sunday, April 26, 2009
Crucifer Wesneski Grillot, Malone
Tom Wiseman Sunday, May 3, 2009
Torchbearers Mueggenborg
RTINS I Greeters
Hayden Harlow . Volunteers: Please make
Hayley Gurule Sug_ggg;nA&pr;IO?sG éazn(:09 your own substitutions.
GREETERS NEEDED
Lessons for sl‘nday, FOR BOTH SERVICES. NEWSLETTER
April 26, 2009 CALL 336-1212 TO DEADLINE
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John VOLUNTEER Please have any

Sunday, May 3, 2009 information that you would

3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

ECW
Bereavement Committee
April
Bonner, Harrison, Hoyt
May
Martin, Winn

Hymns for Sunday, April 26 8:00am like printed in The Steeple
#182 — “Christ is Alive! Let Molly Ferguson to the church office no later
Christians Sing” 10:30am than Tuesdays, 12 noon.
#630 — “Thanks to God Whose Glenn & Thelma Blackburn Thank you!

Jo Oertle

Word Was Spoken”

#335 — “l am the Bread of Life”
#192 — “This Joyful Eastertide”
#205 — “Good Christians All,
Rejoice and Sing”

Joe Robertson

Sunday Nursery Volunteers
April 26 — Cordy Liggett
May 3 — Zella Simmons
May 10 — Barbara Todd

Volunteers: Please make your

own substitutions.







