She Steeple

St. Luke's Episcopal Chuwich
210 SE Ninth St., Bartlesville, Oklafioma 74003
www.episcopalbartlesville.org

Volume XIII, Number 48 December 9, 2009

Peodle of the Inv

A Christmas Musical in one act
By DOLORES McCREARY
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Nominations, Please
2010 Pledge Cards

Discipleship Forum

Friday, Dec. 18, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 20, 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Worship Schedule
Metcalf Hall, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

on the corner of 8" & Dewey

St. Luke’s Prayer List
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Lay Ministry Schedule

Important Dates Admission is free with an admission ticket.

To Remember

Monthly Vestry Meeting, Monday, Tickets are available.in the church office.

December 14, 7:15pm

“People of the Inn” Musical, Fri. & Sat., Tickets are not required for.the

Dec. 18 & 19, and Sun., Dec. 20,
10:30am (see article this pg.) sunday, December 20 performance.

Monetary donations-will be received to be shared.with
local “helping” organizations supported by St. Luke’s
Parish.

CHRISTMAS
* STARTREE x

Reminder: Star Tree gifts are
due in the church NO LATER

THAN Monday, Dec. 14, Thank Something very wonderful hos
you for making this Christmas happm hevel

season a bit brighter for a needy
child!




Another Gay Bishop?
Well, sooner or later it was bound to happen. The
Diocese of Los Angeles has elected an assistant
. _.:\_\ Bishop, The Cano_n Mary Glasspool, who h_appens
"=—a‘,_g to be gay. Everything | have read about her is
'\2‘\"\. glowing and great. She has served very well as a
\

priest of the Church and has gifts that would help make
her a good Bishop. She still needs to be approved by a

majority of both the Bishops and Diocesan Standing Committees of the

Episcopal Church.

Frankly, the fact that she is "gay" and in a committed relationship should be
irrelevant as far as I am concerned. However, the context and timing of her
election make this a very difficult situation. The implications for the
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion are huge. This is reflected in
the immediate warning from the Archbishop of Canterbury. He has worked
hard to hold the Communion together and find a way through the challenging
and divisive issues and maintain relationships.

While | wish the Diocese of Los Angeles had chosen another candidate, one
has to wonder how long it will take for the Anglican Communion as a whole
to be more understanding, accepting and inclusive regarding homosexuals in
general and clergy who are gay in particular. How many lifetimes will it take?
| fear that time is decades away. And, this doesn't include other issues that
divide us like their views of women's rights in general and specifically
women as clergy. And, then there are the issues of HIV/AIDs, the nature of
Holy Scripture, mutual respect and integrity in relationships within the
Communion and much more.

So what is the value and sense of holding back when there has been little to
no honest give and take from those in the Anglican Communion who oppose
the direction of the Episcopal Church — indeed they won't even gather around
the Altar of our Lord with us for Holy Communion! Yet, I love and value the
Anglican Communion for what we share and hold in common in Christ with
people around the world. At the same time, | fear that what | value has been
lost for quite awhile and I/we have put off acknowledging the truth. With the
new developments, the Anglican Communion may become fractured beyond
repair and we will have to trust that something new and more wholesome will
emerge.

I don't have a vote in this -- just a sense of loss whichever way this goes. | am
inclined, with deep sadness, to congratulate Canon Glasspool and the Diocese
of Los Angeles — though | wish it had not happened and dread the
implications. This may be worse than the election of Bishop Robinson -- or
so | fear. On the other hand, perhaps a new day is dawning for all of us
beyond our imagination. God is in our midst and is coming again in our
brokenness — the Church will continue.

All the while, I am aware that not all of us in the Episcopal Church, the
Diocese or St. Luke’s will agree on all of these complex issues, but we must
not ignore them either. Let us be informed and in conversation along the
way.

And now, | will turn again to the Season of Advent and trust the One who
comes to us again and keep on loving the parish and ministry entrusted to us
at St. Luke's.

Peace,

Fr. Lee+

Calendar of Events

Sunday, December 13, 2009
3" Sunday of Advent
8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
9:30am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Rite Il
5:00pm “People of t
Monday, December 15, 2009
8:45am Morning Prayer
9:15am Church Staff Mtg.
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6: 30pm “People of t
7:15pm Vestry Mtg.
Tuesday, December 15, 2009
10:00am Spiritual Disciplines Group,

library
4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217
6: 30pm “People of t

Rehearsal, MH
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
6-8pm Young Disciples, RH
6:30pm EFM, Rm. 203
6: 30pm “People of t
Rehearsal, MH
Thursday, December 17, 2009
6: 45am Men' s
12:00pm Holy Eucharist
4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217
6: 30pm “People of t
Rehearsal, MH
Friday, December 18, 2009
7.00pm*“ Peopl e oMH 't he
Saturday, December 19, 2009
7:00pm “People of t
Sunday, December 20, 2009
4" Sunday of Advent

8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
10:30am Ritell, “ Peopl e of

Monday, December 21, 2009
8:45am Morning Prayer
9:15am Church Staff Mtg.
5:30pm Holy Eucharist

Fell ow

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
FOR 2010
Now Taking Suggestions

The Nominating Committee is
beginning the process for nominating
people to the Vestry, Junior Warden,
Delegation to Convention and the
Nominating Committee for 2011. The
committee consists of the persons
elected by the parish at the Annual
Meeting 2009 and the Vestry Members
who are rotating off. Please call or e-
mail them with your suggestions.
Committee members are: Susie Clark,
chair, 333-6989, susstecla@juno.com;
Jan Dreiling, 333-3119,
ipjudge@aol.com; Diana Farris, 333-

6719, diana.farris@att.net; Miriam
Petrovich, 337-0872,
hmsp@mindspring.com; Tim Simmons,
335-2363, tzsimmons@cableone.net.

h e


http://gracenotesstluke.blogspot.com/2009/12/another-gay-bishop.html

ST. LUKE’S PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following persons in
your prayers...

(Names on the Prayer List will be rotated
off every 4 weeks. If there is a need for
continued prayers, please let us know.)
Joe Elizabeth, HeldwancyJack, Ed,
Mark LarryMaggie MaBecky, Fred,

Jeff, Betty, DaBharlieJan, Joseph,

Jean,Cheryl, Jeremy, aéar, Doug,

Greg, Landudie,Jim, TerrKate,

Evelyn, Natalie, Kylee

If you have a prayeuesi, please call o
e-mail our Prayer Ministry Coordinato

Thelma Blackbuf@337902,
TPBGEN@aol.coon
Richard Chamberlain {3831,

Deaconrc@sbcgloba).net

rs:

DISCIPLESHIP

FORUM
The Holy Gospel
According to Luke
Metcalf Hall, 9:15
For the next two Sundays (Dec.
13 & 20) we will explore the
Gospel for this Liturgical Year,
Luke. Participants are
encouraged to read the Gospel
According to Luke backwards
by chapter before Sunday. Come
and enjoy the conversation.

2010

PLEDGE CARDS
Pledge cards for
2010 were
mailed last
week. If \’{
you were ==
unable to bring your
card to church this past
Sunday for Pledge Sunday,
you may place it in the
offering this coming Sunday,

bring it or mail it to the church

office. Thank you!

Worship Schedule

Chris tmas Eve, Thursday, December 24

5:00pm
Holy Eucharist, Children’s Christmas Pageant
10:30pm
Pre-Service Music
11pm
Midnight Mass
Refreshments & fellowship following in Metcalf Hall.
If you can, please bring a plate of goodies to share. Leave them in the

kitchen as you come in for the service, and they will be put out for our
fellowship time following the service. Hot cider & eggnog provided.

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25
10am
Holy Eucharist

Church office will be closedec. 24 & 25. Office will be open
8:30am-12noon Mon., Dec. 28 through Wed., Dec. 30.
Office will be closed Thursday & Friday, Dec. 317 Jan. 1.

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORIES
STILL AVAILABLE

Our new St. Luke’s Photo Directories are still available for
pickup. Families who had their portraits taken for the directory,
or submitted a photo, may pick up their free directories in the
church office M-F, 8:30am-4pm. If you did not have your
photo taken for the directory, there are a limited number of
extra directories available for purchase at $5 each.
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Please Deliver Immediately

The Rt. Rev. Edward J. Konieczny, Bishop of the Diocese of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City
The Rev. Dr. T. Lee Stephens, Reettefhens@episcopalbartlesvjlle.org

TheRevK. Andrea Jonessst. to the Redé@thr Ed.Coordinatdbnaokies@cox.net
In an Emergency, 88lF36830r91821351380r 914525

The Rev. Douglas Freebern, DPacish Administrafdfreebern@piscopalbartlesville.org
Michael Kemf. Warden Nlichael.D.Kemp@conocophillips.com

Donna Allispdr. Wardedwallison@cableoné.net

Ann Bell, Parish Secrefannbell@episcopalbartlesvilie.org

Dolores McCreary, Organist/Choir Ditelci@s(@ episcopalbartlesville.org

Office Phone: 93861212
Office Fax: 9B362557

Offie Hours: MondBsiday, 8:304#t00pm

Holy Eucharist:Sunday 8am & 10:30am

Monday 5:30pm, Thursday 12pm
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 12/13/09 through 12/20/09

Acolytes
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Lauren Heald
Spencer Bridendolph
Crucifer
Katie Todd
Torchbearers
Spencer Heald
Hayden Harlow
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Nicole Simmons
Deanna Boone
Crucifer
A. J. Clem
Torchbearers
Dave Wiseman
Anneke Borg

Layreaders
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009
8:00am
M. Watkins, Beeman
10:30am
P. Williams, Wesneski
Boone, Buhlinger
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009
8:00am
Birk, Grillot
10:30am
L. Watkins, Stephens
Beeman, P. Williams

Lessons for
Sunday, 12/13/09
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah
12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:7-18
Music for Sunday, 12/13/09
#66—-fA Come, Thou
Expected Jesus(

#679—f Su r dslGpd Who
Saves Meo
#63 (text) —A O Heaven

Wor d, Eternal L
GATHER #137 - My S o U
Stillness Wait g

GATHER #336 —fi Now i n
Banquet o
#72-fnHar k!
The Savior

The @
Co

Plate Counters
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009
Malone
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009
Volunteer needed
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please have any information
that you would like printed in
The Steeple to the church
office no later than Tuesdays
12 noon. Thank you!

St. Lukeds
The Bookstore is open
Sundays between the two
services and after the

10:30 service. All proceeds
Lo r§

é om sales g
Outreach Projects.
*To volunteer, please call
Cindy Gasior, 914-2144;
Melinda Wesneski,

ht 0 333-7758 or
|B&rbara Martin, 336-8445.
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Greeters

a dSurglgy, [deg. 13, 2009

8:00am
Don & Cheri Doty
Judy Currey
10:30am
GREETERS NEEDED!
Call 336-1212
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009
8:00am
Sue Glass
Additional Volunteers
needed, call 336-1212
10:30am
Betty Hardin
Debbie & Dennis
Mueggenborg

st or e Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009
8:00 a.m.

Kemp, Gardner
10:30am
Blackburn, Ferguson
SStindayLDe& 8002909
8:00am
Kemp, Zervas
10:30am
Bonner, Clark

Childrenbés C
Dec. 131 Ellen Heald
Dec. 201 Tracy Harlow
Dec. 27 — Tim & Zella Simmons

hape

ECW Bereavement
Committee
December
Sue Glass

Debbie Mueggenborg
January
Sally Canfield
Joan Packer

Sunday Nursery Volunteers
Dec. 13 — Barbara Todd
Dec. 20 — Rosy Zuklic
Dec. 27 — Cordy Liggett
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions.



http://www.episcopalbartlesville/
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