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Important Dates 
To Remember 

 

1
st
 Sunday of Advent, November 29 

NO Children’s Church School, 

Sunday, Nov. 29. 

Pledge Sunday, December 6 (see 

article this pg.) 

 

Holy Eucharist will be 
celebrated at 10am on 

Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26. 
The Church Office will be 

closed Thursday & Friday,  
November 26 & 27 for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday.   

 

Church Photo Directories are Here! 
Our new St. Luke’s Photo Directories have arrived!  

Families who had their portraits taken for the 

directory, or submitted a photo, may pick up their 

free directories in Metcalf Hall the next two Sundays, 

November 29 and December 6 between services.  If 

you are unable to pick up your directory these next 

two Sundays, you may stop by the church office M-F, 8:30am-4pm to pick up 

a directory. If you did not have your photo taken for the directory, there are a 

limited number of extra directories available for purchase at $5 each.    Many 

thanks to everyone who participated in making this new directory a wonderful 

resource for the entire parish. 

 
CHRISTMAS STAR TREE 

St. Luke’s Annual Christmas “Star” Tree is now in the narthex.  The tree is 

decorated with stars, each one representing an area foster child’s 

“wish list” for Christmas.  Everyone will have the opportunity to 

take a star (or stars), shop for the requested gift(s), and return 

the UNWRAPPED gift with star firmly attached to the gift 

to the church no later than Monday, Dec. 14.  Thank you for 

making this Christmas season a bit brighter for a needy child!  

This project is coordinated by Steve & Cheryl Van Aken, 333-

5570.   
 

 

WITH ARMS WIDE OPEN 
PLEDGE SUNDAY 2010 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6th 

Our annual pledge campaign was delayed because of the Diocesan Convention.  

Pledge Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, December 6
th
.  Members will soon 

receive the Narrative Budget for 2010 which will be followed by a letter and 

pledge card. 
 

The convention last week increased our awareness that we are connected with 

the church at large in important ways – including the Diocesan Budget.  Our 

share in the Mutual Ministry Support (previously known as the Assessment) is 

18.5% of our income (formerly 21.5%).  These gifts help support the small 

congregations who cannot afford a priest; institutions such as our schools, 

retirement homes and college chaplains; the establishment of new ministries; and 

much more.  The theme, “With Arms Wide Open,” is so descriptive of our 

convention and St. Luke’s, we are using it for our pledge campaign.   



 

Post Convention Reflection 

I am so very proud of our parish – you are 

remarkable!!!  I am sure this has happened 

before, but none of us can remember every 

seeing a standing ovation of thanks for the host 

parish for convention – ever!!!  The applause  

was thundering and smiles were huge! 

 

And the best part of all for this old Rector – you were simply being who 

you are.  Yes, we did turn it up a few notches, but in truth you were 

being who are – and becoming more so “With Arms Wide Open.”  This 

is a special parish and that enriched the entire convention experience.   

 

I cannot thank everyone enough.  Kris, Jo and Scot were amazing as our 

Tri-chairs, but the committee chairs they recruited were perfect for each 

task.  They in turn had marvelous volunteers at every point – red shirts 

and smiles everywhere! 

 

Four people could easily be overlooked in the preparations for 

convention, but played enormous roles.  Rob Baughman, Hugh 

Harrison, Doug Freebern and Jim Grillot had our facilities in top shape 

for convention.  Their work began months ago and their efforts were 

evident all through the convention.  And then there is Ann Bell our 

Parish Secretary – is she amazing or what?  She not only cranked out all 

the liturgies, but dealt with a huge number of phone calls, emails and 

persons which increased daily – and all while doing her regular work. 

 

The Rev. Alene Campbell 

In the midst of this historic (at least for us) convention, we learned that 

Alene has been called to be an Assistant to the Rector of a parish in 

Riverside, California.  She will soon be ordained as a Priest.  This adds 

to the long list of clergy who have come from our parish – and I like 

that.  (Yet, hosting the convention really highlighted the importance of 

the Laity in church life.) 

 

The Rev. Michael Joseph Hanley 

And while we were in convention, Michael Hanley was elected the 

tenth Bishop for the Diocese of Oregon.  He served as an Assistant to 

the Rector at St. Luke’s under Fr. Brian Packer from 1983-1987.  I had 

not heard anything about him since I arrived except for his picture in the 

hallway.  As soon as he receives approval from two-thirds of the 

Standing Committees of the Episcopal Church, he will formally become 

the Bishop-elect and ready for Consecration by the Presiding Bishop.  

For more information check out this website:  www.diocese-oregon.org. 

 

What a Church! 

 

Blessings, 
 

Fr. Lee 

Calendar of Events 
Sunday, November 29, 2009   
1ST Sunday of Advent 
  8:00am Rite I 
  9:15am Church School  
10:30am Rite II 
Monday, November 30, 2009  
  8:45am Morning Prayer 
  9:15am Church Staff Mtg. 
  5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
Tuesday, December 1, 2009   
10:00am Spiritual Disciplines Group,  
  library 
  4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217 
Wednesday, December 2, 2009   
  6-8pm Young Disciples, RH 
  6:00pm Handbells, Rm. 217 
  6:30pm EFM, Rm. 203 
  7:00pm Choir 
Thursday, December 3, 2009   
  6:45am Men’s Fellowship 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist 
  4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217 
Friday, December 4, 2009  
Saturday, December 5, 2009   
2-5pm Millie Harrison’s 90th Birthday 
Party Celebration, MH 
Sunday, December 6, 2009   
Pledge Sunday 
  8:00am Rite I 
  9:15am Church School 
10:30am Rite II 
Monday, December 7, 2009 
  8:45am Morning Prayer 
  9:15am Church Staff Mtg. 
  5:30pm Holy Eucharist 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009 
10:00am Spiritual Disciplines Group,  
 library 
   4-7pm Yoga Classes, Rm. 217 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
FOR 2010 

Now Taking Suggestions 

The Nominating Committee is beginning 

the process for nominating 

people to the Vestry, Junior 

Warden, Delegation to 

Convention and the Nominating Committee 

for 2011.  The committee consists of the 

persons elected by the parish at the Annual 

Meeting 2009 and the Vestry Members 

who are rotating off.  Please call or e-mail 

them with your suggestions.  Committee 

members are: 

Susie Clark, chair, 333-6989, 

susstecla@juno.com; Jan Dreiling, 333-

3119, jpjudge@aol.com; Diana Farris, 333-

6719, diana.farris@att.net; Miriam 

Petrovich, 337-0872, 

hmsp@mindspring.com; Tim Simmons, 

335-2363, tzsimmons@cableone.net.  

http://www.diocese-oregon.org/


ST. LUKE’S PRAYER LIST  
Please keep the following persons in 

your prayers… 
(Names on the Prayer List will be rotated 

off every 4 weeks.  If there is a need for 

continued prayers, please let us know.)  

Jenny, Larry, Maggie May, Becky, Fred, 

Jeff, Betty, Don, Charlie, Jan, Joseph, 

Jean,  Cheryl, Jeremy, Jennifer, Doug, 

Greg, Lane, Judie, Jim, Terri, Kate, 

Evelyn, Natalie, Greyson, Kim, Truman, 

Kylee 
If you have a prayer request, please call or  

e-mail our Prayer Ministry Coordinators:  

Thelma Blackburn  (333-7902, 

TPBGEN@aol.com) or 

 Richard Chamberlain (333-5591, 

Deaconrc@sbcglobal.net) 

 

DISCIPLESHIP 
FORUM 

Sunday mornings, 9:15 
Metcalf Hall 

Living The Questions -  

Living the Questions is an 

open-minded alternative to 

studies that attempt to give 

participants all the answers and 

creates an environment where 

participants not only interact 

with each other, but have the 

benefit of hearing from leading 

religious voices in Christianity 

today.  This series is titled 

“Reclaiming the World.”  This 

Sunday’s (Nov. 29) topic will 

be “The Myth of Redemptive 

Violence”. 
 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Coat 
Project Complete! 

 

Thanks to Lisa Beeman, Fr. Lee 

Stephens, Steve Forsythe, Steve 

and Robert Clark, Frank 

Rukovena, Jim Liehr, 

and Lauren and 

Juanita Green for 

their hard work 

scraping (ah, the 

scraping!) and 

painting a house at 

1354 Johnstone Ave.  Their 

efforts beautified the house, a 

neighborhood, and 

 a person’s life.   

MANY THANKS  
FOR A GREAT DIOCESAN YOUTH LOCK-IN EVENT! 

Many, many thanks to everyone at St. Luke's for opening your hearts and our 

church to the Youth of the Diocese of Oklahoma.  Many had never been to 

Bartlesville and were quite amazed at our Church and the 

freedom and hospitality they felt while visiting us.  Not 

only did they enjoy our beautiful building, they really 

couldn't believe they were free to roam the building and 

take it all in.  Bob Wesneski and Tim Simmons have won 

angel wings for their willingness to help.  Tim actually 

stayed up ALL night!!  And Bob won the 'best activity' 

award for the Video Scavenger Hunt.  And even though the 'point person' got a 

thumbs up from Canon Jose for the event and for the Youth's interactive Gospel 

reading, it was really the brainchild of Fr. Lee.  St. Luke's has again set the high 

standard and next year's Convention may include another Diocesan Lock-In!  St. 

Luke's, you have a very special warm place in the hearts of all the youth who 

attended the Lock-In.  Thank you for your love from the Diocese of Oklahoma 

Youth!               Penny Williams 
 

 

EVENING SPIRITUAL DIRECTION GROUP 
“Christ of the Celts” 

by J. Philip Newell 

A New Series 
The Evening Spiritual Direction Group will begin a new series on 

Wednesday, December 9, 7pm in the church library.  J. Philip Newell’s 

book, Christ of the Celts, the Healing of Creation, will be the resource 

for study and reflection.  The group is open to anyone desiring to 

deepen his or her spirituality.  If you are interested, call Fr. Lee or just 

come and join the group in the church library (2
nd

 floor, south end).  

Books may be purchased via Amazon.com or your favorite source.   

 

 

 

CIRCLES CAMPAIGN 
From Poverty to Self-sufficiency 

Bridges Out of Poverty Training 

Bridges Training is required to be involved in the Circles Campaign 

 Wednesday, December 2
nd

, 11:00am-1:00pm at St. Luke’s.   

 RSVP to 336-1044. 

Circles Training with Scott Miller 

This is also required for the Circles Campaign 

 For Allies: Monday, December 7
th
, 6:30-8:30pm at First  

  Presbyterian Church, 5
th
 & Dewey 

 For Allies: Tuesday, December 8
th
, 9:00-11:00am 

 For Guiding Coalition (work groups), Tuesday, December 8
th
,  

2:00-4:00pm  

 

 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 
Christmas Concert  

Featuring the OWU Chorale & Vocal Ensemble 
Tuesday, December 1, 7pm 

OWU Chapel, free admission 
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 11/29/09 through 12/6/09 
 

Acolytes 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2009 

10:30 a.m. 
No Acolytes Scheduled 
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 

10:30 a.m. 
Nicole Simmons 
Deanna Boone 

Crucifer 
Tom Wiseman 
Torchbearers 
Grace Mitchell 
Max Mitchell 

 

Layreaders 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2009 

8:00am 
Braden, P. Williams 

10:30am 
S. Williams, L. Watkins 

Buhlinger, Grillot 
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 

8:00am 
L. Watkins, S. Williams 

10:30am 
Wesneski, P. Williams 

Grillot, Kedy 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please have any information 
that you would like printed in 

The Steeple to the church 
office no later than Tuesdays, 

12 noon. Thank you! 

 

Lessons for  
Sunday, 11/29/09 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 
25:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-

13; Luke 21:25-36 
Music for Sunday, 11/29/09 

#57 – ñLo, He Comes, With 
Clouds Descendingò  
#454 – ñJesus Came, Adored 
By Angelsò 
WLP #724 ï ñPeople Look 
Eastò 
WLP #727 – ñAs Panting Deer 
Desire the Waterbrooksò 
#704 (text) – ñO Thou Who 
Camest from Aboveò 
#73 – ñThe King  Shall Come 
When Morning Dawnsò 

 

Plate Counters 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2009 

Grillot 
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 

Mueggenborg 
Volunteers:  Please make your 

own substitutions. 

 

 

St. Lukeôs Bookstore 

The Bookstore is open 

Sundays between the two 

services and after the  

10:30 service. All proceeds 

from sales go to St. Lukeôs 

Outreach Projects. 

*To volunteer, please call 

Cindy Gasior, 914-2144; 

Melinda Wesneski,  

333-7758 or  

Barbara Martin, 336-8445. 

 

Greeters 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2009 

8:00am 
Bob Baughman 
Gretchen Hoyt 

10:30am 
NO GREETERS 

AVAILABLE! 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 
8:00am  

Molly Ferguson 
ADDITIONAL 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 
10:30am 

Glenn & Thelma 
Blackburn 
Jo Oertle 

Joe Robertson 

 

 

Ushers 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2009 

8:00 a.m. 
Zervas, Gardner 

10:30am 
Birk, Mueggenborg 

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 
8:00am 

Zervas, Gardner 
10:30am 

Malone, Simmons 

 

Childrenôs Chapel 
Nov. 29 – Volunteer needed 
Dec. 6 – Volunteer needed 
Dec. 13 ï Ellen Heald 

Call Mthr. Andrea Jones, 
213-5138 

 

ECW Bereavement 
Committee 
November 

Laura Birk, Ada Grillot 
December 
Sue Glass 

Debbie Mueggenborg 

 
Sunday Nursery Volunteers 

Nov. 29 ï Tracy Harlow 
Dec. 6 – Zella Simmons 
Dec. 13 – Barbara Todd 

Volunteers: Please make your 
own substitutions.  
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