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Important Dates

Z 7o Remember...

Prelude to Christmas Program, Sunday,
Dec. 21, 5pm (see article this pg.)

The Church Office will be closed
on the following days: Wed.-Fri.,
¢ Dec. 24-26, & Wed.-Fri., Dec. 31-
Jan. 2. There will be no newsletter
the last week

of the year.

Feast of the Epiphany, 7pm, Tuesday,
Jan. 6, 2009. (see article pg. 3)

“PRELUDE TO CHRISTMAS”
A Special Celebration In Music And Word
Sunday, December 21, 5pm
A special gift of music and drama by the Choir and Children of St.
Luke's will be presented on Sunday, Dec. 21% at 5:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary followed by a Soup Supper in Metcalf Hall. :
Our choir and children have been diligently rehearsing m
in preparation for their gift to St. Luke's congregation:  peswi o
music, special readings, and a children's drama, Who szwfﬁg} y
Will Be the Shepherds? Who Will Be the Sheep? Singers from Our
Savior Lutheran Church choir will join with our choir for this special
presentation. Your "presence" to receive this "present" is eagerly
awaited!

& Sewices at St. Lukie’s

Special Celebration in Music & Word “Prelude to Christmas”

S5pm, Sunday, December 21 will feature the choir and our children in the nave
of the church. Following will be a Soup Supper in Metcalf Hall. (see article

this pg.)

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
5:00pm Holy Eucharist & Children’s Program

10:30pm Pre-Service Music

11:00pm Midnight Mass
Refreshments & Fellowship following in Metcalf Hall.

We always have many guests who enjoy the fellowship after this service. If you can,
please bring a plate of goodies to share, leave them in the kitchen as you come in for
the service, and they will be put out for our fellowship time following the service.
Hot cider & eggnog will be provided.

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25
10:00am Holy Eucharist




A Lynda Report

This is Monday afternoon — one week from the scary event

when Lynda almost died — or at the very minimum looked like

she was dead when she stopped breathing and the doctor

could not find a pulse. (For those who want more
information, go to St. Luke’s website: www.episcopalbartlesville.org and
click on Grace Notes) She had a complete workup on \her heart and brain
and everything was fine. As of now the best explanation involves the
Vagal Nerve. There will be at least one more test which is to help confirm
what happened was related to this nerve. While this may be an isolated
incident, Lynda may have had at least one similar event last February. We
are getting the medical records to be sure.

Meanwhile, Lynda is getting a little stronger each day, but is still having
moments of “weakness” and has to rest. As we reflect on what happened, I
am aware that the event really traumatized her (and me to a degree) and it
will take time to recover. We are ever so grateful for God’s presence
throughout the experience. And, grateful beyond words for the love and
support of our Parish Family — you are an amazingly loving and thoughtful
people.

I have given a lot of Prayer Shawls away in the last two years, but to be a
recipient of a Prayer Shawl was very moving and meaningful. Thank you.

The Christmas Open House will now have to be an Epiphany or Lenten
Open House. Maybe we can call it a Winter Open House and enjoy a break
in the midst of our winter months and weather. We will let you know.

Clergy Discretionary Fund and Christmas Wish Tree

Steve and Cheryl Van Aken did their usual great job in putting together the
Christmas Wish Tree which provides Christmas gifts for area foster
children. As always the parish responded as stars disappeared and gifts
began coming back. This is a marvelous tradition at St. Luke’s.

Debbie Jabben, formerly employed by DHS, but who still volunteers with
this project for foster children, came by just a few minutes ago to pick up
the presents. That is when I learned that eight stars had been left on the
tree. She was going to find other resources to buy the needed presents. 1
couldn’t let that happen. So, we wrote a check for $120 ($15 for each star)
from the Clergy Discretionary Fund to allow her to buy the presents for us.

For those who don’t know, the Clergy Discretionary Fund is primarily used
to provide assistance for the poor and those who are struggling to make
ends meet. This usually involves needs such as utilities, rent, etc. This
fund is supported by one half of the plate offerings each Sunday and
contributions from members of the parish. If you didn’t get a “star” and
want to help replenish the fund, just make a note in the memo on your
check for “Clergy Discretionary Fund”. You may contribute to this fund
anytime, as the needs of the poor in our community are always present.

Children and Prelude to Christmas

I understand eleven children will be involved in the Prelude to Christmas
along with St. Luke’s Choir. Affirming our children and supporting their
parents is a high priority for me — and our parish. Please come and enjoy
Sunday evening’s Prelude to Christmas (see pg. 1) and stay for the soup
supper — I am even making a pot of soup for the occasion.

Blessings,

Fr. Leet+

@

Sunday, December 21, 2008
8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
9:15am Children’s Christmas Drama
practice
10:30am Rite |1
1:00pm Youth Confirmation Class,
Rm. 217
5:00pm “Prelude to Christmas” Program,
nave; Soup Supper following, MH
Monday, December 22, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
9:15am Church Staff Mtg.
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:30pm EFM, MH
Tuesday, December 23, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
10:00am Spiritual Discipline Group, library
7:00pm St. Ignatius study, library
Wednesday, December 24, 2008
Christmas Eve, church office closed
8:45am Morning Prayer
5:00pm Children’s Program & Holy Eucharist
10:30pm Pre-Service music begins
11:00pm Midnight Mass, fellowship following
in Metcalf Hall
Thursday, December 25, 2008
Christmas Day, church office closed
10:00am Holy Eucharist
Friday, December 26, 2008
Church office closed
Saturday, December 27, 2008
Sunday, December 28, 2008
8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
10:30am Rite Il
Monday, December 29, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:30pm EFM, MH

PRAYER SHAWLS
NEEDED

Dear and gentle friends,

Making a prayer shawl is such a
ministry to those who receive one as
A\ well as those who make

> them. The weather is
getting colder and
this 1s an excellent
time to get out the
needles and start knitting/crocheting
a prayer shawl. Our supply is getting
low. Start now for a “Prayer Shawl
Blessing” next February or March. If
you have questions, need patterns or
instructions, please call me. Let me
know when you have a shawl ready.

Thank you,
Connie Freebern
914-0525




ST. LUKE’S PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following persons in your
prayers...
(Names on the Prayer List will be rotated off
every 4 weeks. If there is a need for continued
prayers, please let us know.)

Eugene, Elaine, Carole, Lynda, Edress,
Martin, Suzanne, Jennifer, Doug, Stoney,
Patty, Cathy, Bob, Tracy, Stephen, Jan, Robin,
Jessica, Ann, Jeremy

If you have a prayer request, please call or e-mail our
Prayer Ministry Coordinators:

Thelma Blackburn

(333-7902, TPBGEN@aol.com) or Richard
Chamberlain (333-5591, Deaconrc@shcglobal.net)

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Tuesday, January 6, 2009
7:00pm
We will celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany on Tues., Jan. 6, 2009
with the Holy Eucharist. Fr. Lee
will be the celebrant, and Rev.
James Meimerstorf, pastor of Our
Savior Lutheran Church,

Bartlesville, will preach.

The service will be
followed by a reception
in Metcalf Hall with the

traditional
Epiphany
cake.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
SEEKS YOUR INPUT
As the year comes to a

close, it’s time for the
2009 Nominating Committee to
begin their process of accepting
names of those who could serve a
3-yr. term on the Vestry or to serve
on the Nominating Committee for
2010. If you have any suggestions,
please contact one of the following
members of the Committee:
Juanita Green, chair; Cheryl
Babcock, Molly Ferguson, Jim
Malone or Sigrid Williams.

CONCERN FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Canned goods: all vegetables, beans, soup, meat, fish, tomato & spaghetti
sauces, spaghetti, ravioli, fruit, chili, stews.

Cereals: rolled oats (quick or minute), boxed cereals.

Other needed items include: peanut butter, jelly, Jell-O,
pudding, coffee, tea, pasta, pancake mix (add water only),
saltines, instant potatoes, dry milk, flour, sugar, cookies,
packaged dessert items, laundry soap, bath soap,
toothpaste, tooth brushes, toilet paper, shampoo,
deodorant, diapers/pull-ups (size 3 & larger), baby food and formula.

Perishable Items: fresh or frozen meats, margarine, eggs.

All non-perishable items may be left in the boxes under the coat rack
outside Metcalf Hall. Perishable items must be taken to CONCERN, 333
SW Penn. Thank you for helping the poor and needy in our area.

Sunday Morning Adult Education Opportunities...

DISCIPLESHIP FORUM

Metcalf Hall, Sundays at 9:15
“Those Episkopols” We are considering the “who, what, why and how’s” of
being an Episcopalian in our Sunday Discipleship Forum Class using Dennis
Maynard’s book, Those Episkopols, as our guide. This Sunday, Dec. 21, we will
discuss Chapter 7, “Are Episcopalians Just a Bunch of Do-Gooders?”’& Chapter
8, “Why Do Episcopalians Reject Biblical Fundamentalism?”” This class is good
for anyone considering Confirmation and for someone who has been in the
Church for years but wants to learn and grow. Books are available at the Forum
for $7 each. (Free to those considering Confirmation.)

SUNDAY MORNING LECTIONARY STUDY
During Advent, Mthr. Mary Lou is leading a Bible Study using the Lectionary
scriptures at 9:15 Sunday mornings. Get your coffee in Metcalf Hall and come
upstairs to the Vestry Room, #216, at 9:15am. Lectionary scriptures for each
Sunday are listed on the back page of the “Steeple” each week.

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORISTERS NEEDED!
Love to sing the Christmas Carols? You're invited to come sing with
the choir for the Christmas Eve Eucharist (11:00 p.m.). Several of our
"regular" choristers will be away on Christmas Eve so there will be
room in the choir, extra robes and music for you to come sing in the
choir. We will be singing musical settings of the carols that are found
in our hymnal, The Hymnal 1982.

What do you need to do? Let Dolores McCreary know
that you'll be joining us in the choir (home phone 336-
2197; e-mail dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org).

She'll give you necessary instructions.
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 12/21/08 through 12/28/08

Acolytes
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Nicole Simmons
Deanna Boone
Crucifer
Jack Wiseman
Torchbearers
Dave Wiseman
Anneke Borg
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Lauren Bradshaw
Crucifer
Katie Todd

Layreaders
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
8:00am
M. Watkins, Beeman
10:30am
Sparks, Wesneski
Boone, Green
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008
8:00am
S. Williams, L. Watkins
10:30am
Wesneski, P. Williams
Kedy, Boone

Lessons for Sunday,
Dec. 21, 2008
Il Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:47-
55; Romans 16:25-27;
Luke 1:26-38
Hymns for Sun., Dec. 21
Hymn #66 — “Come, Thou Long
Expected Jesus”
GATHER #327 —*I Sing a Maid”
Hymn #60 — “Creator of the
Stars of Night”
Hymn #268 — “Ye Who Claim
the Faith of Jesus”
Hymn #74 — “Blest Be the King
Whose Coming”

Greeters
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
8:00am
Sue Glass
10:30am
Betty Hardin
Dennis & Debbie
Mueggenborg
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008
8:00am & 10:30am
Volunteers needed for both
services, call 336-1212

St. Luke’s Bookstore
The Bookstore is open on
Sundays between the two

services and after the

10:30 service.
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
9:15-10:15am
Melinda Wesneski
11:30am-12:30pm
Melinda Wesneski
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008
9:15-10:15am
Barbara Martin
11:30am-12:30pm
Barbara Martin
* To volunteer, please call
Cindy Brumley, 914-2144.

Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
8:00 a.m.
Zervas, Kemp
10:30am
Bonner, Clark
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2007
8:00am
Zervas, Babcock
10:30am
McCreary, Grillot

Children’s Chapel
Dec. 21 — Tracy Harlow
Dec. 28 — Zella & Tim Simmons
Jan. 4 — Ellen Heald

Plate Counters
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
Ramzel
Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008
Grillot, Malone
Volunteers: Please make
your own substitutions.

2008 ECW
Bereavement Committee
December
Glass, Mueggenborg
January 2009
Birk, Canfield, Packer

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Please have any
information that you would
like printed in The Steeple
to the church office no later
than Tuesdays, 12 noon.
Thank you!

Sunday Nursery Volunteers
Dec. 21 — Megan Burnett
Dec. 28 — Cordy Liggett
Jan. 4 — Zella Simmons
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions.




